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From the 
Chief Offi cer

Bushfi res usually give TFS its highest public profi le, but 
during a recent period this changed because of a number of 
very signifi cant building fi res, namely the South Launceston 
Grandstand, Myer Hobart, Glenorchy KGV Grandstand and 
Bridgewater High School. The Myer fi re was headline news 
in Australia and I understand, well beyond. Large building 
fi res in a city environment are fortunately rare events, so 
fi refi ghters have few opportunities to practise. When faced 
with the situation of a fi re out of control in the CBD all those 
involved are put under enormous pressure in applying their 
skills and knowledge. To have limited the fi re essentially to 
the building of origin, under the scenario that occurred, was 
nothing short of outstanding. I believe that the community at 
large recognised the obvious potential and consequences 
had the fi re extended beyond into the surrounding buildings. 
They rightfully praised the professional actions of TFS and 
everyone involved and I also add my praise.

The Myer fi re is now subject to a coronial investigation and 
therefore we are unable to provide any public comment until 
the Coroner has concluded his investigation. I think without 
comment the spectacular photos in this edition of Fireground 
tell much about the incident.

As the end of 2007 rapidly approaches we once again are 
readying ourselves for the bushfi re season. With last fi re 
season ending only in April, it really is a short respite for our 
brigades. A continuing lack of soaking rain through the winter 

and spring means much of the State is entering the summer 
with dry sub soils causing a very much drought affected 
landscape. Extended dry periods and weather extremes are 
becoming the norm, causing more fi res and more severe 
fi res. I don't wish to be a prophet of doom, but again this 
year bushfi re activity requiring brigade action has again 
commenced early and I think we can unfortunately anticipate 
enduring an extended fi re season. 

Tasmania is very fortunate to have a very capable fi re service 
full of committed and skilled people who will, as in the past, 
rise to the challenge of dealing with whatever comes our way. 
It may even rain! In any event, I take this opportunity to wish 
all TFS members and your families a very happy Christmas 
and a safe and healthy New Year.

John Gledhill
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Editorial
By Editor Linda Lacy

This edition's centrefold, 
kindly provided by the 
Bushfi re Co-operative 
Research Centre (CRC) is 
on "Characterisation of the 
Physical Demands of Tanker-
Based Bushfi re Fighting".

This issue includes articles on 
the Tassie Fire Conference, and the Launceston Football 
Club fi re. There are photos from the Myer fi re, however, 
due to the coronial enquiry the article will be printed in a 
future edition.

I wish you and your families a merry Christmas and a safe 
and happy New Year.

Closing date for next edition will be 15th January 2008, 
however, please don't wait for the closing date - send your 
articles as the events occur - if they miss that edition, I'll carry 
them over to the next one!

Please send me your photos, they don't have to be for the 
competition or with an article - but tell me where they were 
taken and the event, I'll contact you if I need more information.

Please send your articles, photos, award details etc to:

Linda Lacy, Editor - Fireground
GPO Box 1526
HOBART  TAS  7001
Phone: 6230 8633
Fax: 6234 6647
Email: fi reground@fi re.tas.gov.au 

Project Team members Damien Killalea, Gerald Crawford, Danny Reid, Chris Tomes and Jess Brown. Photo courtesy of the Mercury.

2007 Australian Safer Communities Awards
By Project Manager, Chris Tomes

On 9th October 2007 
the Minister for Police & 
Emergency Management, 
the Hon David Llewellyn 
announced the TFS as 
the state winner of the 
2007 Australian Safer 
Communities Awards. A 
trophy and certifi cate were 
presented to the TFS for the 
Bushfi re Safety DVD and 
Integrated Communications 
Campaign. The TFS entered 
the Pre-Disaster category 
that covers projects aimed 
at preventing or mitigating 
disasters and emergencies 
or their effects, including 
preparedness activities.

It took a team of people to produce the Bushfi re Safety 
DVD and Integrated Communications Campaign and as 
the Project Manager I would like to once again thank the 
following for their outstanding contribution to the project:

•  Project Team members Jess Brown, Ken Burns, Gerald 
Crawford, Damien Killalea and Danny Reid

•  Digital Ink, Corporate Communications, Southern Cross TV 
and CGU Insurance

•  'D' Shift Hobart and all the TFS staff who helped out.

As the winner of the state award 
the TFS will join the other State 
and Territory winners to be judged 
for the National Awards by a 
panel appointed by Emergency 
Management Australia (EMA). 
National Award winners will be 
announced at a ceremony in 
Canberra later this year.
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Tassie Fire Conference

In September Tasmania hosted this year's joint Conference 
of the Australasian Fire Authorities Council (AFAC) and the 
Bushfi re Cooperative Research Centre (Bushfi re CRC) at 
Hobart's Hotel Grand Chancellor. The Conference attracted 
just over 900 delegates to listen to over 60 presentations. 
Accompanying the Conference was a trade exhibition 
displaying the merchandise of over 71 companies. By any 
measure this was a large conference.

A conference of this size and complexity needs a long period 
of planning and work which caused the organising committee 
to commence its work two years earlier. The Committee was 
made up of TFS staff, Parks & Wildlife, Forestry Tasmania, 
AFAC, Bushfi re CRC and of course the professional 
conference organisers Hobart company Conference Design.

As with any large project planning and delegation are vital, 
so Tony Blanks from Forestry Tasmania chaired a small 
committee which pulled together the great program with 
60 speakers, mainly from Australia and New Zealand but 
also including a few overseas people; Mike Brown took 
responsibility for sponsorship and the Trade Exhibition; Mike 
Gallagher and Trevor Essex (AFAC) controlled the fi nance 
(with a budget in excess of $1 million) and Tony Davidson 

put together and co-ordinated the great social program. 
Needless to say, Margaret Kean watched over everyone and 
everything that was happening.

Early on it was suggested to Ben and Penny of Conference 
Design that if required we could provide some of our own 
people who would be willing to assist with the running of 
the conference. This proved to be a master stroke as the 
volunteers, or Tassie Conference Devils as they became 
known, played a vital role in the smooth running of the 
conference. Their roles varied from satchel packing, ushers, 
drivers, reservation clerks, information providers, guides and 
most importantly ambassadors. In their distinctive red long 
sleeved T Shirts complete with a devil logo and black vests 
they were easily recognisable. Thanks to all our "Devils" from 
the TFS, Parks & Wildlife and the University of Tasmania.

50 TFS personnel attended the full conference along with 
quite a few others who went to the exhibition. Prior to the 
conference proper the Bushfi re CRC held workshops over 
two days about some of its research and its fi ndings. Those 
TFS members who went along to them found them very 
interesting and useful.

Taiko Drummers performing at the Opening Ceremony. Photographer David Bruce, Bushfi re CRC
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The Conference was offi cially opened by His Excellency Sir 
William Cox Governor of Tasmania and was spectacularly 
followed by Tasmania's Taiko Drummers, whose drums 
reverberated and shook the large audience in the Federation 
Concert Hall.

The large number of speakers meant the speaking program 
ran with a daily plenary session but with most presentations 
made in 4 differently themed streams. Guest speakers 

Chief Offi cer John Gledhill. Photographer David Bruce, Bushfi re CRC

Chief Offi cer John Gledhill being interviewed by Tim Cox of the ABC
Photographer David Bruce, Bushfi re CRC

The Scania team

Isaac Silas, Chief New Guinea Fire Service with Naomi Brown, CEO AFAC

Regional Chief Tony Davidson and Chief Offi cer John Gledhill pictured with members of the 
Hong Kong Fire Department - Hung-Sum Li, Ka-Yee Liu and Chun-Hung Lo
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Meredith Hartley, Community Engagement Facilitator NW Region, Department of Sustainability and 
Environment Victoria

Damian Bugg Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions and Chancellor of the University of 
Tasmania, Dr Christine Owen University of Tasmania and Chief Offi cer John Gledhill
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included Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Brame from City of North 
Las Vegas whose Ethical Leadership in Emergency Services 
presentation was "Am I right or am I right?" Paula Nasiatka 
from the Lessons Learned Center in Tucson Arizona spoke 
on "Building a foundation for learning". All delegates received 
a DVD containing the papers from most presenters, and for 
anyone interested copies are available on request from the 
TFS Library.

As with most conferences social interaction is an important 
part of the event. Of course there were plenty of opportunities 
for casual meetings but additionally the social program 
ensured people mixed and had a great Tasmanian 
experience. A number of delegates and exhibitors were 
privileged to have been invited by the Governor to a 
reception at Government House prior to the dinner.

The Tasmanian themed dinner at the Derwent Entertainment 
Centre was almost eclipsed by a close encounter with the 
devil himself courtesy of Bonorong Wildlife Park providing 
four baby devils much to the delight of the many overseas 
and interstate guests who had never seen a Tasmanian Devil.

Thanks to Nadeen Burge of DPIW, Greg Irons and his fellow 
workmates from Bonorong Park, all of whom donated their 
time, allowing guests to be able to see close up these unique 
and wonderful animals. Greg and his team work very closely 
with the Save the Devils Program and their enthusiasm and 
dedication to this cause was clearly evident on the night. dedication to this cause was clearly evident on the night. 
Conference delegates donated $2,580 on the night to the 
Save the Devils Program and a further $200 was raised by 
auctioning 4 of the Tassie Conference Devils Shirts and also a 
generous donation of the "coffee money" ($300) from Scania 
Australia Pty Ltd.

Tim Cox (Coxy to many) from Tasmania's ABC Radio 
provided MC services at the dinner after doing his live-to-air 
talkback morning broadcast from the conference.

Delegates feasted on Chef Waji Spiby's delightful menu whilst 
enjoying the music of guitarist Cary Lewincamp and danced 
the night away to the music of the Giant Hamsters.

Everyone left the Conference having had a very memorable 
and informative experience in an atmosphere of great 
Tasmanian hospitality. Not surprisingly since the Conference 
there has been overwhelmingly positive feedback from 
delegates and exhibitors alike. 

Thank you to all who worked so hard to make it such an 
outstanding success.

Am I right or am I right? Ethical Leadership in Emergency Services
Kevin Brame, Deputy Fire Chief, City of North Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

Justin Leonard of the Bushfi re CRC

Gary Morgan, 
Acting CEO Bushfi re CRC
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Alen Slijepcevic, Department of Sustainability and Environment, Victoria Steve Willing, Tasmania Fire Service

Melissa Pollock, NSW State Emergency Service Chief Offi cer John Gledhill
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Back - Tim Cox Master of Ceremonies (ABC Radio), Naomi Brown CEO AFAC, Jeremy Azis Managing Director Vector Command UK, Kristin Ferguson and Euan Ferguson President  
AFAC - Chief Executive Offi cer - SA Country Fire Service
Front - Traute Andersen, Niels Andersen Chairman Vector Command UK, Greg Bouwmeester Motorola, Len Foster Chairman Bushfi re CRC, Gary Starr General Manager Motorola

Back -Dame Margaret Bazely from New Zealand Fire Commission, Lee Johnson, Commissioner of Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, Sue and John Gledhill, Neil Bibby CEO of the 
Country Fire Authority (Vic) and Katherine Woodthorpe
Front - Lyle Shanks, Mike Hall New Zealand Fire Service, Lynda Argus, Shane Fitzsimmons Commissioner NSW Rural Fire Service
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"Tassie Conference Devils" Maree Gifford and Sheree Lee with Terry Farley and David Felton of the 
NSW Fire Brigade

"Tassie Conference Devil" 
Linda Lacy with Fijiian 
delegate Ravneet Naicker

Chef Waji Spiby and MC Tim Cox outlining the menu for the night

Fijian delegates Ashwin , Ravneet, Ilisoni, Koroi, Luke and Mark Reid with a "Tassie Devil"

AFAC delegates Aimee Haywood, Sandra Lunardi and Lynette White with a "Tassie Devil"

Bonorong Wildlife Park keeper Bianca Casimaty with four baby devils
Photograph Courtesy of The Mercury
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Multi million 
dollar Myer fi re
On Saturday 22nd September Hobart 
Brigade responded to a call on the alarm 
to Myer department store in Hobart 
CBD. What followed was a structure fi re 
of signifi cant magnitude that will be the 
subject of many detailed stories of fi re 
behaviour, strategies, tactics, human 
endeavour and heroics. 

The fi re is subject to a coronial 
investigation and until fi nalised we are 
unable to comment further. The following 
photos illustrate the severity of the fi re and 
we look forward to a more detailed article 
in a future edition.

Photographer Ian Stewart
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Photographer Richard Bugg

Photographer Richard Bugg

Photographer Ian Stewart

Photographer Ian Stewart
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Photographer Richard Bugg
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Photographer Alan Van Beek, SonyCentralPhotographer Richard Bugg

Photographer Alan Van Beek, SonyCentral
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Photographer Senior Firefi ghter HFB, Warren Frey
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Photographer Firefi ghter Prospect Brigade, James Smith

Photographer Grant Wise

Photographer Grant Wise
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In light of the 22 September 2007 fi re involving the Myer 
department store, there is an interesting connection between 
the Hobart Fire Brigade (HFB) and the Brownell Brothers 
Ltd (Myer) multi storey department store in Liverpool Street 
Hobart. This connection goes back to a time not long after 
the building's 1908 construction.

This construction was to trigger a major step forward in the 
Brigade's equipping.

To set the HFB scene at the time, here are some interesting 
aspects of the Brigade's organisation, methodology and 
equipping:

• since its 1883 creation, the HFB had relied entirely on 
mains pressure for fi refi ghting in the city, using the "hydrant 
direct" method of delivering water at a fi reground; no 
pumps were involved or were on the equipment inventory;

• delivery hose, standpipes and all other equipment, were 
conveyed to a fi reground on either hand or horse drawn 
hose reel carts;

Hobart Fire Brigade and 
Myer building go way back!
By Tasmania Fire Museum member, Terry Gill

• the Brigade had a single 1891 Shand Mason 60' (18m) Shand Mason 60' (18m) Shand Mason
wheeled escape ladder, which was horse drawn;

• in 1909 the HFB Board made its fi rst career appointment 
to the Brigade staff; Harry Trousselot as its new 
Superintendent (Brigade Chief), until that time the HFB staff 
was entirely made up of retained volunteer members; and

• these retained members staffed the bell and watch tower 
and head station at the corner of Argyle and Melville 
Streets and the six other reel stations around the city at 
Bathurst Street, Glebe, Lansdowne Crescent, Macquarie 
Street, New Town and Sandy Bay.

One of Superintendent Trousselot's early tasks was to 
review the brigade's operations, staffi ng and equipping. 
For example, this led to the Brigade having 7 career and 
37 retained members by 1910, covering the Brigade's 7 
locations above.

Brownell Brothers Ltd Department Store
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So what is the Brownell Brothers (Myer) building Brownell Brothers (Myer) building Brownell Brothers (Myer)
connection?

Well, one area of particular concern to the Superintendent 
was the inadequacy of the Brigade's ladders. He informed 
the 20 November 1910 meeting of the HFB Board that the 
ladders "could not reach the top windows of Brownell's". The 
Board took its time to react to the Superintendent's concern 
but it was possibly spurred into fi nal action by the 6 July 
1911 fi re which destroyed the then G.P. Fitzgerald & Co. 
department store in Collins Street which later became Harris 
Scarfe in the 1980's.Scarfe in the 1980's.Scarfe

The decision fi nally made by the Board, turned out to be 
a major leap forward in the Brigade's equipping and the 
development of its staff's skills. Not only did it decide 
to address the ladder 
situation, but it placed an 
order with Robert Nettlefold 
Pty Ltd (Motors Ltd) for Pty Ltd (Motors Ltd) for Pty Ltd (Motors Ltd)
the importing of an urban 
pumper/escape appliance 
from Leyland Motors Ltd in Leyland Motors Ltd in Leyland Motors Ltd
England, raising a loan of 
£1,200 to cover the cost.

Arriving in April 1913, it 
was the fi rst fi re appliance 
to be propelled and 
have its pump driven by 
an internal combustion 
engine. Not only was it the 
fi rst motorised appliance 
to enter service with the 
HFB, it was the fi rst such 
appliance to serve in 
any Tasmanian brigade. 
As each career fi reman 
qualifi ed to drive the 
appliance, he was granted 
a 1 shilling daily extra 
ability allowance.

Appliance in ex factory confi guration after being unloaded at the Hobart waterfront, with rear mounted pump and live hose reel and detachable 50' escape ladder

Appliance with mid mounted hose reel and rear mounted pump removed and the detachable 50' (15m) escape ladder replaced by a permanently mounted 70' 
(21.3m turntable ladder)

In the form of its later 1929 conversion as the State's fi rst 
true aerial appliance, it now forms the centrepiece of our 
Museum's collection in the 1911 HFB former head station in 
Argyle Street.

While the Leyland appliance may now look somewhat puny 
beside the modern appliances used at the recent Myer fi re, 
including the Scania / Simon Snorkel hydraulic platform 
aerial appliance, in its day it was at the forefront of fi refi ghting 
technology.

For further reading on this milestone appliance, refer to 
Helmets and Hatches - A History of the Hobart Fire Brigade, 
1883-1983 by Roger McNeice.1883-1983 by Roger McNeice.1883-1983
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This year new volunteer recruitment material 
has been developed as part of the TFS 
Volunteer Recruitment Project. This project 
aims to implement key volunteer recruitment 
recommendations as identifi ed by TFS staff 
and volunteers. Funding has been provided 
by the Australian Government represented 
by Emergency Management Australia as 
part of the National Emergency Volunteer 
Support Fund.

The new volunteer recruitment material 
includes:

• DVDs titled 'Typical', based on a 
presentation by Manager of Learning, 
Suzanne Bacon at the 2006 TFS Biennial 
Conference;

• Recruitment contact cards;

• Brochures and posters for Junior and 
Cadet recruitment; and

• Brochures and posters for volunteer 
recruitment.

New regional resources for volunteer 
recruitment include:

• Vinyl banners (6 metres by 1 metre), 4 per 
region;

• Bowhead banners (fl ags), 4 per region.

Look out for this new volunteer recruitment 
marketing material as it is released during 
summer 2007.

New Volunteer Recruitment Material
By Executive Offi cer Volunteer Support, Jacqueline Fisher

Volunteer Recruitment Project. This project 
aims to implement key volunteer recruitment 
recommendations as identifi ed by TFS staff 
and volunteers. Funding has been provided 
by the Australian Government represented 
by Emergency Management Australia as 
part of the National Emergency Volunteer 

Suzanne Bacon at the 2006 TFS Biennial 

• Vinyl banners (6 metres by 1 metre), 4 per 

• Bowhead banners (fl ags), 4 per region.

Look out for this new volunteer recruitment 
marketing material as it is released during 

WHY BE A VOLUNTEER?

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTSAdult members will need to be:

and training

(if an operational firefighter)
volunteers are given

trained to perform

JUNIOR AND CADET FIREFIGHTERS
junior and cadet program.  If they do, you will need to be 
If you are interested contact 1800 000 699 or visit www.fire.tas.gov.au
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Following the joint AFAC / Bushfi re CRC Conference in 
Hobart the Australasian Assembly of Volunteer Fire Brigades 
Association (AAVFBA) held their 25th Annual General 
Meeting and Conference at the Old Woolstore Apartment 
Hotel, from Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd September 2007.

Delegates from each State and Territory as well as delegates 
from New Zealand attended the meeting. Tasmanian 
delegates were John Brassington and Robert Atkins 
representing the TVFBA with Mathew Philpott and Bruce 
Corbett representing the TRVFA.

TFS Chief Offi cer John Gledhill welcomed the delegates and 
offi cially opened the conference at the offi cial cocktail party 
on the Friday night.

Naomi Brown, CEO AFAC and Assembly President Bruce 
Conboy signed a Memorandum of Understanding between 
AFAC and the AAVFBA. The relationship between the 
AAVFBA and AFAC has been developing and strengthening 
for some time, sharing a similar objective in supporting 
the work of volunteer fi refi ghters. Both organisations are 
committed to:

• The fostering of a strong relationship between our 
organisations;

• Facilitating information sharing on volunteer fi refi ghter 
issues;

• Increasing collaboration on matters of mutual interest with 
the aim of developing common positions;

• Consulting on matters which may have signifi cant impact 
on volunteers; and

• Providing a forum or process for consultation to occur.

AAVFBA 25th AGM & Conference

The Saturday program had the usual meeting items like 
minutes, correspondence and the like, with the adoption 
of the amended constitution and a strategic plan for the 
next fi ve years. Delegates gave presentations on what was 
happening in their particular patch and some very informative 
and worthwhile information was shared. Richard Davidson 
gave an update on the Assembly website and that is certainly 
coming along very well.

Robert Atkins representing the Tasmanian delegation gave an 
address on our Associations' relationship with the fi re service 
and outlined the various committees on which we have 
representation, and screened the Bushfi re DVD produced 
by the fi re service. This video received continuing positive 
comments and all delegates and observers were keen to get 
their hands on a copy.

The guest speaker at the conference was Jacqueline Fisher, 
Executive Offi cer Volunteer Support addressing the assembly 
on TFS volunteer, junior and cadet recruitment programs 
recently put in place.

Jacqueline also facilitated a two-hour workshop on "The 
Future of the AAVFBA". Jacqueline's contribution to this 
workshop, her humour, and her expertise in getting all 
members to contribute and be part of this worthwhile 
exercise is to be commended. (Jacqueline was so well 
received there was talk of poaching her, temporarily, for 
other speaking / facilitating duties interstate). This workshop 
was the highlight of the Saturday meeting and the outcome 
certainly ensured the future of the Assembly.

Elections were conducted and Bruce Conboy from Victoria was 
returned as the President for another two years. Terry Hunter 
from Western Australia is Vice President and Bruce Corbett was 

Naomi Brown, CEO AFAC and Assembly President Bruce Conboy signing the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Assembly and AFAC

Guest Speaker and workshop facilitator, Executive Offi cer Volunteer Support Jacqueline Fisher
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elected Secretary. Board members are Richard Davidson of 
New Zealand and Ken Schutz from South Australia.

The Saturday night conference dinner was the social highlight 
of the weekend where all guests and delegates were treated 
to a wonderful meal and social evening and to top it off a 
humorous and very entertaining talk by our after dinner 
speaker Tim Cox from the ABC. Tim has a great empathy with 
the fi re service and volunteers generally and his voluntary 
contribution to the program was greatly appreciated.

On Sunday morning delegates, observers and their partners 
enjoyed a tour of Hobart, a closer look at the Myer fi re, a trip 
to Mount Nelson and then onto Engineering Services, for a 
very interesting and informative address by Leon "Alfy" Smith 
and a tour of the workshops. Everybody was impressed with 
our appliance-building program and I know Alfy had offers 
from other states to build some appliances for them! 

The conference fi nished with lunch at the Training Services 
building at Cambridge, although some Sunday night 
hangers-on, enjoyed a relaxing wind-down dinner at the 
"Drunken Admiral".

Special thanks must go to Alfy and all the boys who gave 
up their Sunday morning to show us through Engineering 

Services and to Jacqueline Fisher for her wonderful 
contribution to the success of the conference.

Also a special thanks to John Gledhill for attending the cocktail 
party and offi cially opening the conference, also attending our 
dinner on the Saturday night although he'd been extremely 
busy with the AFAC conference all the week and then the 
activity in the middle of the city on the Saturday night.

Thanks to the TFS and Hino Trucks Australia, without whose 
support this event would not have been the success it was. 
Thanks also to Zinifex Rosebery Mine who kindly supplied the 
conference folders and sponsored the conference.

The conference was organised by a joint committee of both 
the volunteer associations consisting of Bruce Corbett, 
Mathew Philpott, Don Jones, Oliver Breeze, Veronica 
Atkins and Lyndy Smith and has been heralded as the best 
conference in several years.

The 2008 conference will be held in South Australia.

Conference delegates
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Obituary 
Judy Ward
22 December 1954 - 5 September 2007

Let me tell you about Judy Ward.

We hear a lot these days about "heroes" - sporting 
heroes, media heroes, political heroes - after a while 
the word loses its meaning and becomes just another 
catchphrase, easily repeated and just as easily forgotten 
when the next fi ve minute wonder comes along. But 
occasionally, just occasionally, you meet a real hero, 
and you remember the word stands for courage and 
dignity, and for a human spirit that says "no matter how 
hard it gets, how hopeless it may seem, I will not give 
in, I will continue to fi ght for myself and for those I love". 
Judy Ward was a hero.

I met Judy shortly after I joined the TFS in June 2005, 
soon after that she began her battle with cancer that 
was to eventually take her from us. I saw how she dealt 
with the news when she fi rst found her condition had 
reappeared, worried yes - but also determined to beat it 
like she had before. 

I watched her undergo the various treatments that 
obviously taxed her reserves to the limit, and yet 
throughout this she still came to work, sat down at her 
desk and carried on as normal! 

She refused to let her condition stop her enjoying life, 
the pleasure and pride she took in the arrival of her fi rst 
grandchild, the holidays she went on with her husband 
Curtis (is there anyone in the TFS who did not see the 
photos of her Murray River cruise?) and simple things 
like having a drink with friends. 

She did not ignore her condition, but she did not let 
it rule her either. She was not self-centred about her 
situation, instead I remember her concern about 
what affect it was having on her family, one of the last 
discussions we had was about buying presents for her 
husband and grandchild.

She was my friend, and I miss her still.

Karl Shea

Obituary 
Rodney French
3 August 1951 - 31 August 2007

Rod French - Frenchy started with the TFS in 1988 
as a Utility Works Offi cer in the Northern Region and 
in 1996 moved on to do his recruit course and was 
posted to the Launceston Brigade.

After Rod's accident he took up the position of 
Breathing Apparatus Technician. Rod became well 
known throughout the region maintaining brigades' 
BA equipment, and career staff would always enjoy 
Rod's appearance on the morning run to the station 
to see what new tale his dry sense of humour would 
deliver. 

Rod would go out of his way to assist and was never 
heard to say a bad word about anyone.

Rod's involvement with the Fire Service goes back 
to the days of the Zeehan Fire Brigade where he fi rst 
started as volunteer in 1988. He always spoke of fond 
memories of those days, living in Zeehan and working 
as fi re and safety offi cer for the mines. 

He also served in the positions of Group Offi cer West 
Coast, Field Firefi ghter Northern Region and relieved 
in the position of District Offi cer where he forged 
many long lasting friendships around the region.

Rod could regularly be found "treading the boards" 
at dances across the north of the state, an activity 
we are told he not only loved but was also more than 
capable at.

Rod loved to travel in his van every holiday with his 
wife Loraine; and would have their next trip planned 
well in advance. He was the GPS wiz with the latest 
and would brag how he couldn't get lost with all this 
hi-tech stuff on board.

Travel in peace Frenchy.



Fireground Summer 2007 23

The Hobart Brigade was called to a vegetation fi re at Pirie 
Street New Town on Sunday 16 September 2007 at 2220 
hours. En-route the call was upgraded to a hedge fi re. Upon 
arrival 20 metre fl ames were observed with the power pole 
heavily involved in fi re. The crew positioned well back from 
the danger of falling power lines and directed to run off a 38 
line to position between the house and the fi re. Firefi ghters 
Stephen Benefi eld and Darren Gray had to run off 5 lengths 
of 38 mm hose and cross four backyards to reach the target 
house. This was a herculean effort considering the fences, 
the length of the run-off and the anticipation of large pets that 
could have appeared.

A back-up pumper was called to the other side of the fi re as it 
was too dangerous for the fi rst arriving crews to reach (under 
falling power lines).

A request to cut the grid via the Transend Distribution Centre 
was completed within a few minutes of the request. This 
timed in well with the position of the fi rst crew and the fi re was 
then extinguished. Several power lines fell to the ground. The 
arcing of the power line throughout the fi re (until the power 
was cut) was reminiscent of any 4th of July fi reworks display. 
Units across the road were also damaged by heat, due to the 
intensity of the fi re.

Fourth of July display!
By Station Offi cer Hobart Brigade, Paul Terry

Gerald Crawford has fi nally moved onto his 
new patch of turf, some say not so greener. 
In celebration of this, most of the East 
Coast District brigades celebrated the end 
of his 12 year tenure with functions, for the 
various groups. 

The last gathering being at Barilla Function 
Centre, apparently this was held to ensure 
he didn't get a chance to change his mind. 
On the night Gerald was presented with 
an application form to join the Cambridge 
Brigade which will be pending the return 
of a successful police check, his induction 
will then follow.

Gerald was presented with a portrait in 
oils from the Coal River and Clarence 
Groups. As you can see it is of Gerald in 
a helicopter and this signifi es his constant 
desire to fl y (nickname: AVGAS), he was provided with his 
own remote control helicopter to practice before the fi re 
season.

Farewell to the "Guru"
By Members of the East Coast District

Group Offi cer John Brassington, artist Jo Treloar, District Offi cer Gerald Crawford and Group Offi cer Robin Howlett

It is understood that the construction of a landing pad at 
Bothwell has already been budgeted for, and all pilots have 
been given instruction as to the quickest route to that location.
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Late last year the TFS launched its Bushfi re: Prepare to 
Survive DVD and advertising campaign. The DVD has been Survive DVD and advertising campaign. The DVD has been Survive
developed for rural and interface communities in Tasmania, 
and features important information about how to prepare your 
home to survive a bushfi re, how bushfi res behave and advice 
on whether to stay and defend your property or relocate.

Approximately 39,000 DVDs were direct mailed to 
households in at risk areas. A further 2,500 were sent out to 
households that requested them. 

The Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive DVD campaign has been Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive DVD campaign has been Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive
designed to run for three bushfi re seasons. Summer 2007-
2008 is the second year of the campaign.

What does the campaign involve?

The campaign will run from October 2007 to March 2008. It 
includes:

• Television advertising;

• Print advertising (major regional newspapers);

• Media coverage;

• Targeted mailing to households in high-risk areas of a fl yer 
that includes a bushfi re preparation checklist;

• Updating the bushfi re safety messages on the TFS website; 
and

• Sending out resources to brigades to assist them in 
carrying bushfi re safety activities in their local communities.carrying bushfi re safety activities in their local communities.

Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive campaign
By Consultant Community Education, Chris Tomes

The key messages of the campaign will be:

• Reinforcing the 'prepare, stay and defend or leave early' 
message;

• A reminder to watch the DVD and act on its advice; and 

• Where to get the DVD and other resources.

How could your brigade be involved?

Your brigade is encouraged to support the campaign in your 
local community. You might like to:

• Ask local clubs and businesses to display posters;

• Give bushfi re safety talks to local clubs and groups eg 
sports clubs, ethnic communities, community service 
groups such as Rotary;

• Give away bushfi re safety resources (booklets, pamphlets 
etc) at local community events;

• Get a story in a local radio program or newspaper;

• Organise a community information session;

• Assist people to prepare their properties, especially older 
people or those with disabilities who may not be able to do 
it themselves; or

• Organise any other activity that you think would work in 
your community.
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How can the Community Education Unit support 
your brigade?

• Copies of bushfi re safety resources - DVD, pamphlets, 
posters etc;

• Media releases and editorials for local media; and

• Suggestions and advice on getting the message across.

How to create a local media story

A media relations program coordinated by Community 
Education will target the major media outlets. Publicity will 
be generated in metropolitan newspapers, radio news and 
television news, however, your station/brigade can help 
support this campaign by generating local publicity through 
fi re station and community activities.

The Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive DVD campaign is about Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive DVD campaign is about Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive
creating awareness of the public in an effort to increase 
the number of households and householders prepared for 
bushfi re.

Local Newspapers

Contact your local newspaper or community newsletter 
(editorial department). Advise the editor or journalist that the 
campaign is coming up or has started and that there are a 
range of stories and photo opportunities available.

Community Education has media releases available for you 
to use. Contact Administrative Assistant, CFSD on 6230 8485.

Community Education can provide electronic images of 
promotional material such as the poster, DVD cover etc. 
Contact Administrative Assistant, CFSD on 6230 8485.

Photo opportunities

You may wish to invite the local newspaper to come to the fi re 
station and take a photo, or take your own digital photo for 
them to use (check their requirements).

Photo opportunities may include:

• You / your brigade with a copy of the DVD/poster;

• A community member from an area affected by bushfi re 
standing outside their property holding the DVD "DVD 
saves householders from bushfi re';

• Firefi ghters educating householders on the importance of 
preparing themselves and their property for bushfi re;

• Firefi ghters speaking at a community centre such as a 
Scout's Hall about the importance of planning for bushfi re; 
or

• A fi refi ghter advising a householder about property 
preparation etc

Local Radio (where available)

Contact your local/community radio station. Advise the 
producer/presenter the campaign has been launched and 
a TFS spokesperson is available for interviews to discuss 
the campaign; the importance of planning and preparing for 
bushfi re, how to obtain a free copy of the DVD, the decision 
to prepare stay and defend or leave early etc 

Refer to the DVD, the booklet Bushfi re: Prepare to Survive
and the key messages above for further discussion points.

Key messages for media and community

• Bushfi re is a natural occurrence and one of nature's most 
devastating forces;

• If people live in or within 100 metres of the bush, they need 
to adjust their lifestyle to be ready in case bushfi re comes 
their way;

• With proper preparation, most buildings can be 
successfully defended from bushfi re;

• Appropriately prepared and constructed buildings offer 
protection to people during bushfi res, reducing the 
likelihood of bushfi re-related injury and fatality;

• Provided that adequate preparations have been made, it 
is better for people to remain with their homes than to be 
relocated;

• Householders need to plan to stay and defend them, or 
plan to go early;

• Householders need to take responsibility for their own 
preparedness and safety in bushfi res;

• The TFS will provide support and assistance during 
bushfi res when and where possible, but their effectiveness 
will be compromised if people or properties are not 
adequately prepared for bushfi re;

• Properties should be prepared so that they provide a safe 
refuge, sheltering from radiant heat and ember attack in 
a properly prepared building should be the fi rst choice of 
residents when a bushfi re threatens;

• Properties should be prepared for bushfi re regardless of 
whether the occupants intend to stay and defend their 
property or relocate to a place where they feel safer;

• Well-prepared properties are also more likely to survive in 
the event that neither residents nor fi refi ghters are available 
to protect them, an unprepared property is not only at risk 
itself, but may also endanger neighbouring properties if it 
contributes to a bushfi re's intensity;

• People should decide well in advance of a bushfi re 
whether they will stay with their homes to defend them or 
relocate. Evacuation at the last minute ahead of a bushfi re 
is dangerous;

• It is much safer for people to remain in buildings than fl ee 
in the face of an approaching fi re. Provided that adequate 
preparations have been made, it is better for people to 
remain with their homes than to be relocated;

• If you received a DVD last bushfi re season now is the time 
to watch it again and act on its advice.

Please take the time to watch the DVD - its contents may not 
only save your property, it could also save your life and the 
lives of your family.

For more detailed information on preparing your home and 
property for bushfi re or a free copy of the DVD, visit our 
website www.fi re.tas.gov.au or freecall 1800 000 699
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As often happens things come about in cycles and of late D 
Shift were having a run on structure fi res, the most notable 
being a fi re at the Launceston Football Clubrooms on 12th 
September 2007. Whilst the two newest members of the shift 
have been revelling in the conditions our most recent senior 
fi refi ghter (obviously battle weary) was busy in the shower 
and missed the turnout which allowed another fi refi ghter 
to drive second turnout on his behalf. The name of this 
fi refi ghter will remain anonymous for privacy reasons "good 
on you Jaron". Thanks for the tea and biscuits on our return!

On the night of the fi re, backyard drills were interrupted at 
0830 hours "structure fi re Launceston Football Club Riverside". 
Communications en route revealed multiple triple 000's and 
some several kilometres away a distinctive orange glow could 
be seen confi rming the urgency of the job. On seeing this, 
anxiety levels on the fi rst appliance escalated as on board 

were fathers of current junior players as well as fi refi ghter 
Darren Cook a retired Launceston Football Club stalwart and 
former Hec Smith medallist with the Blues, all of which certainly 
provided plenty of familiarity with the complex. 

As the West Tamar Highway is a divided 4 lane affair, both 
units were able to take in the scene in some detail minutes 
ahead of arrival as they were forced to travel 1/2 a kilometre 
past the fi re before being able to turn onto the south bound 
lane leading to the Windsor Park entrance. This allowed 
enough time for one savvy crew member in the rear of the 
appliance to capture some classic action footage on the 
digital camera for training / investigation purposes and just 
maybe as an off shoot, a chance to bag the $100 photo prize 
on offer with this illustrious magazine.

Crews were confronted with a well vented free burning fi re 
engulfi ng the entire upper level of the recently completed 

$250,000 blaze makes 
"Launceston Blues" see red!
By Leading Firefi ghter Launceston Brigade, Tony Johnson
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facilities. Large groups of people had already gathered at the 
football ground prior to our arrival as the training facilities had 
been in use that night. The intensity of the fl ames issuing out 
of the upper storey front windows meant that the fi re had to 
be fought from some distance initially, to that end a 64 mm 
hose was deployed onto the northern end of the structure 
with the intention of achieving a fast knockdown and making 
access for BA crews via the only stairs leading to the upper 
level safer. 

The 64 mm hose was found to be extremely effective and 
quickly reduced the fi re intensity allowing BA crews using hose 
reels to complete fi refi ghting operations which were made 
diffi cult by thick smoke, structurally compromised fl ooring and 
an unusual building layout, with minimal fi re spread. 

The fi re investigation has concluded that the area of origin 
was upstairs in the small time keeper's offi ce. Within this room 

was located a small heater and old valve radio both of which 
only worked intermittently and the last person to occupy the 
room was unable to recall if either of the appliances had 
been used or indeed switched off.

With the senior team only two weeks away from playing off in 
the grand fi nal, it does seem unfortunate that after so much 
money and effort that went into clubroom extensions maybe 
electrical appliances past their use-by-date have possibly 
been the cause of all the damage and loss of irreplaceable 
memorabilia. Early estimates put the cost of the damage at 
approximately $200,000.

On a positive note the Blues won the grand fi nal in what can 
only be described as a ripper of a game!
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On Sunday 7th July 2007 Cambridge and Midway Point 
Brigades conducted a joint training exercise at Acton Park 
using a derelict cottage scheduled for demolition. It had 
been made available to Cambridge Brigade by contractors 
clearing the site for a new housing subdivision. The cottage 
was set up with old furniture and sealed up to create a 
realistic approximation of a normal residential structure.

Five controlled fi res were then lit within the cottage, enabling 
a number of BA crews to practice entry, suppression, 
searching and ventilation techniques. The latter fi res were 
increased in intensity, to the point of creating full fl ashover 
conditions. This enabled fi rst-hand experience in dealing with 
these hot fi res using good branch techniques.

It was impressive to see just how effective even a basic 
application of modern branch techniques could be. It proved 
possible to rapidly suppress a fi re that appeared to be 
raging out of control. Considering the aging weatherboard 
construction of the cottage, the effectiveness of the 
techniques was all the more impressive.

Further realism was added to the event by the presence 
of a roving "TV camera crew", who insisted on interviewing 
incident controllers, and a host of bystanders who stopped 
to have a look at what was going on, no doubt drawn by the 
presence of several TFS vehicles parked in a paddock close 
to busy Acton Road.

After concluding the training exercises, the house was again 
lit and allowed to burn freely, without any further intervention. 
This gave a perfect opportunity to observe fi re behaviour as 

Burning down the house!
By Firefi ghter Cambridge Brigade, Matt Fenton

the structure decayed, and has provided some interesting 
photographs.

Once the fi re was safely under control, the brigades returned 
to Cambridge Station to clean up vehicles and equipment 
before indulging in a well-earned barbeque lunch - the 
perfect way to cap off an enjoyable training exercise.

Thanks to District Offi cer Gerald Crawford for arranging 
access to the cottage; Field Offi cer Stacey Peters for his 
assistance in arranging the day, and his participation, 
including demonstrating practical techniques. Thanks also to 
Midway Point Brigade for joining in the fun.
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Volunteering with TFS is said to be a family matter for many 
volunteers. Sean Cowlishaw wants to fi nd out what kind of a 
family matter it is! Sean is a Bushfi re Cooperative Research 
Centre PhD student at La Trobe University in Melbourne. "We 
know that being a volunteer fi refi ghter puts a unique blend of 
pressures on volunteers and their families" Sean says "but fi re 
agencies need to know more about these pressures so they 
can make sure that families of volunteers get the support they 
need. Some of the things we know about include partners 
worrying when the volunteer is away for long periods on 
campaign fi res. It also seems that some volunteers put the 
brigade ahead of the family on occasions-which probably 
doesn't go down too well if it happens a lot." 

Sean began by interviewing managers of volunteer fi refi ghters 
about impacts of volunteering on families. "We really need to 
hear it from the volunteers, and most of all from their spouses 
and partners". Sean plans to seek input from volunteers and 
their partners in all states and the ACT, he also wants to fi nd 
out about the impacts on families of other emergency services 
volunteering, like SES and volunteer rescue.

"Not all impacts need be negative", he said, "volunteering 
can lead to more social contacts in the local community, 
especially if you are new to the area".

The research is being supervised by Dr Jim McLennan, 
Manager of the Bushfi re Cooperative Research Centre 
Volunteerism Project (phone 03 9479 2420) who is very 
enthusiastic about Sean's work. "This is ground breaking 

TFS and Family Matters 
By Executive Offi cer Volunteer Support, Jacqueline Fisher

Families of Emergency Service Volunteers

Participants wanted: emergency service volunteers and their families.

What’s involved? Only that you and your partner complete questionnaires about your well-

being, family health, and impacts of emergency services volunteering on your family.

Who will benefit? Taking part will provide information so agencies can better support their 

volunteers’ families. We are also offering couples the chance to win one of 5x $50 gift-vouchers to 

compensate for your time.

Who can take part? Couples where one (or both) partners are emergency service 

volunteers. Including firefighters, SES, and other emergency services volunteers.

How can you find out more? (a) call our toll-free voicemail service (ph. 1300 85 01 99) 

and leave your name and contact details (we will post a package to you); or (b) visit our web-site 
(www.latrobe.edu.au/bushfirecrcwww.latrobe.edu.au/bushfirecrc) to download the information package. 

Your participation is voluntary and you will be under no pressure to take part if you inquire!

www.latrobe.edu.au/bushfirecrc

Ph. 1300 85 01 99
© Bushfire CRC Ltd. 2007

stuff! Nothing like Sean's study has been done anywhere else 
in the world".

Great care is being taken to ensure that information provided 
is anonymous and confi dential. To fi nd out more, go to www.
latrobe.edu.au/bushfi recrc to obtain electronic forms of the 
information to download, or phone 1300 85 01 99 (free call) 
and leave a message; if you want to have material, including 
a reply paid envelope, mailed to you, leave a mailing 
address; if you would like the material in electronic form so 
you can download it, give an email address. No records will 
be kept of any contacts. Returns come back to La Trobe by 
Reply Paid mail.

"I aim to give a report to agencies with recommendations 
on family support needs around July next year" says Sean. 
If you would like more information, or would like to obtain a 
summary of fi ndings, you can contact Sean on s.cowlishaw@
latrobe.edu.au 

Sean (left) gets a briefi ng from Victorian fi refi ghters



Fireground Summer 200730

The introduction of natural gas is now well and truly underway around our state. The TFS has already responded to some 
incidents involving natural gas and this trend may increase as the roll out of supply continues. Although these incidents are 
rare, they usually involve a smell of gas caused by small leaks or through accidents from various persons working in the 
vicinity of the pipelines.

As emergency responders, we should consider natural gas as another utility which can complicate an incident through the 
release of a hazard, just as we do with Aurora and the power supply connected to a building.

If you respond to an incident and observe any of the natural gas meters or notice an odour in the air (natural gas uses the 
same stenching agent as LPG and smells like 'rotten eggs') we need to notify the relevant authority through FireComm.

The photos here show what a typical marker for the pipeline looks like, either as a sign post or kerbside marker and you can 
also see what domestic and some commercial meters look like. These meters should be easily identifi ed and in most cases be 
located on the front section of the property facing the street front.

This information comes from Powerco, with whom TFS have entered into an agreement to develop training aids to assist in 
increasing the level of preparedness for our brigades located in areas that contain natural gas pipelines.

The training facilities are expected to be constructed over the next few months and you will be able to read more about that 
project as the works progress towards completion.

The point of contact for further information or training enquiries should be directed to through District staff to Senior Station 
Offi cer Risk Management, Steve Richardson. All emergencies should be directed to FireComm.

Natural gas is an increasingly common form of energy used in both homes and businesses throughout the major metropolitan 
areas in Tasmania. Much of that natural gas is transported by a network of underground pipelines. While pipelines are the 
safest and most reliable way to transport natural gas, accidents can, and sometimes do, occur.

• Be Aware of Natural Gas Hazards

• Make the Right Call

• Recognize Unsafe Areas

• Take Control

• Locate Buried Pipelines

Be Aware of Natural Gas Hazards

Natural gas alone will not burn, but may become fl ammable when mixed with a precise amount of air and an ignition source, 
such as a match, doorbell or telephone.

Natural gas is not toxic, however, suffocation can occur when there is a large concentration of natural gas in enclosed spaces. 

When burned incorrectly, natural gas can produce carbon monoxide (CO) - a very dangerous substance.

Make the Right Call

Call Powerco anytime you smell a gas odour or if you have reason to believe a pipeline has been damaged

Call FireComm - they will contact Powerco's 24 Hour Emergency line

Recognise Unsafe Areas

Signs of a natural gas leak include:

• Unexplained areas of dead vegetation where the surrounding area is green

• Distinct natural gas odour similar to rotten eggs

• Blowing sound or bubbling in a wet or fl ooded area.

• A meter dial that continues to move after all natural gas appliances and equipment have been shut off.

• If there are no detection devices available, use your nose. If you smell natural gas, assume that the situation is dangerous 
and evacuate the area.

Natural Gas
By Senior Station Offi cer Risk Management, Steve Richardson
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Kerb marker

Typical sign marker

Domestic meter

Commercial meter

Take Control

• If a natural gas leak is suspected or known:

• Call FireComm - they will contact Powerco immediately• Call FireComm - they will contact Powerco immediately

• Keep people and vehicles away from the area.

• Eliminate or control all ignition sources. 

• If it is safe to do so, turn off  the gas at the valve adjacent to the gas meter. • If it is safe to do so, turn off  the gas at the valve adjacent to the gas meter. 

• Ventilate  areas where Natural Gas may accumulate (Remember: NG is lighter than air!)• Ventilate  areas where Natural Gas may accumulate (Remember: NG is lighter than air!)• Ventilate  areas where Natural Gas may accumulate (Remember: NG is lighter than air!)

• Powerco's  trained emergency response personnel will provide instructions in the event of a Natural Gas Emergency• Powerco's  trained emergency response personnel will provide instructions in the event of a Natural Gas Emergency• Powerco's  trained emergency response personnel will provide instructions in the event of a Natural Gas Emergency

Locate Buried Pipelines

Pipeline Markers - Remember, if you are responding to a 000 call that may involve energy facilities, approach the scene  - Remember, if you are responding to a 000 call that may involve energy facilities, approach the scene  - Remember, if you are responding to a 000 call that may involve energy facilities, approach the scene 
with caution (upwind in the event of a known gas escape). Look for clues that a pipeline is involved (marker signs, meter sets with caution (upwind in the event of a known gas escape). Look for clues that a pipeline is involved (marker signs, meter sets with caution (upwind in the event of a known gas escape). Look for clues that a pipeline is involved (marker signs, meter sets 
attached to the building), call FireComm - they will contact Powerco immediately. attached to the building), call FireComm - they will contact Powerco immediately. 

For More Information 

For additional information or training enquiries, calls should be directed through TFS District staff to Senior Station Offi cer Risk For additional information or training enquiries, calls should be directed through TFS District staff to Senior Station Offi cer Risk For additional information or training enquiries, calls should be directed through TFS District staff to Senior Station Offi cer Risk 
Management, Steven Richardson. 

James Warburton
Quality & Compliance Offi cer
Powerco Ltd
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Background
Fire fighting has been repeatedly identified as a physically demanding occupation (1, 2, 3). Without this 
knowledge, fire agencies cannot match the capabilities of their fire fighters to the demands of their job, a 
practice known to enhance productivity and lower job related injury rates (4, 5). The physical demands of 
common tanker based bushfire fighting tasks are identified. The task demands were previously unknown.   

Address  for correspondence: 
baisbett@unimelb.edu.au

Methods
Common fire fighting tasks were identified, selected and supervised by CFA operational personnel, 
Fiskville CFA Training College instructors and an experienced volunteer brigade captain. Simulated 
bushfire fighting tasks were conducted during April and August 2007 through Greendale and Blackwood 
CFA brigades. Expired air samples were collected from 22 volunteer fire fighters performing routine 
bushfire suppression tasks. Expired air samples were analysed to determine oxygen consumption, a 
principal measure of exercise intensity.

Conclusion
Whilst the research is incomplete, currently the most 
demanding bushfire fighting tasks involve load bearing
(knapsack spraying) or manual tool handling (rake 
hoe work). Data collected will be used in the 
development of a fit for purpose test, designed 
specifically for tanker-based fire fighting. 

Table 1. Oxygen Consumption & intensity classification of fire ground tasks.

Task
Position/ 
People trials

Oxygen consumption 
SD (L·min-1)

Intensity level 
(male) (6)

Intensity level 
(female) (6)

Static hose spray Solo 7 0.81 0.26 Light Moderate

Quickfill pump carry 2 person 6 1.24 0.18 Moderate Heavy

Quickfill pump trailer set up 2 person 13 1.36 0.23 Moderate Heavy

Hose advance 80m flat Lead 6 1.41 0.26 Moderate Heavy

Blacking out (hose) 2 person 9 1.49 0.35 Moderate Heavy

Hose advance 80m flat Assist 6 1.49 0.09 Moderate Heavy

Manual hose retraction 75m Solo 8 1.85 0.25 Heavy Very Heavy

Spot fire rakehoe Solo 6 2.15 0.58 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Hose advance 80m uphill Lead 12 2.17 0.49 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Blacking out (rakehoe) 2 person 9 2.20 0.38 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Knapsack hiking Solo 9 2.29 0.55 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Hose advance 80m uphill Assist 11 2.55 0.48 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Prolonged rakehoe Solo 8 2.63 0.27 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Knapsack spraying Solo 9 2.65 0.62 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Results
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Common fire fighting tasks were identified, selected and supervised by CFA operational personnel, 
Fiskville CFA Training College instructors and an experienced volunteer brigade captain. Simulated 
bushfire fighting tasks were conducted during April and August 2007 through Greendale and Blackwood 
CFA brigades. Expired air samples were collected from 22 volunteer fire fighters performing routine 
bushfire suppression tasks. Expired air samples were analysed to determine oxygen consumption, a 
principal measure of exercise intensity.

Conclusion
Whilst the research is incomplete, currently the most 
demanding bushfire fighting tasks involve load bearing
(knapsack spraying) or manual tool handling (rake 
hoe work). Data collected will be used in the 
development of a fit for purpose test, designed 
specifically for tanker-based fire fighting. 

Table 1. Oxygen Consumption & intensity classification of fire ground tasks.

Task
Position/ 
People trials

Oxygen consumption 
SD (L·min-1)

Intensity level 
(male) (6)

Intensity level 
(female) (6)

Static hose spray Solo 7 0.81 0.26 Light Moderate

Quickfill pump carry 2 person 6 1.24 0.18 Moderate Heavy

Quickfill pump trailer set up 2 person 13 1.36 0.23 Moderate Heavy

Hose advance 80m flat Lead 6 1.41 0.26 Moderate Heavy

Blacking out (hose) 2 person 9 1.49 0.35 Moderate Heavy

Hose advance 80m flat Assist 6 1.49 0.09 Moderate Heavy

Manual hose retraction 75m Solo 8 1.85 0.25 Heavy Very Heavy

Spot fire rakehoe Solo 6 2.15 0.58 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Hose advance 80m uphill Lead 12 2.17 0.49 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Blacking out (rakehoe) 2 person 9 2.20 0.38 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Knapsack hiking Solo 9 2.29 0.55 Very Heavy Unduly Heavy

Hose advance 80m uphill Assist 11 2.55 0.48 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Prolonged rakehoe Solo 8 2.63 0.27 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Knapsack spraying Solo 9 2.65 0.62 Unduly Heavy Unduly Heavy

Results

It was a typical winters evening, cold! One of those evenings 
that once you're cosy and warm in bed you don't want to 
emerge for anything.

Here it was 11.30 pm and, yes, the pager call came through 
... structure fi re Nile Road Evandale. Your fi rst thought - do 
I have to get out and face this cold or do I stay cosy and 
warm. Of course you brave the cold and turn out because 
that is what we do!

On arriving at the 
station, I fi nd three 
members have tackled 
the settling frost. On 
board the truck and 
moving out of the station 
the brigade chief is 
already calling for back 
up and Aurora.

Quick check - offi cer 
and driver B.A. qualifi ed.

As we travel down 
the street and around 
the corner with lights 
fl ashing - no sirens - why 
wake up the rest of the 
town and have them 
turn up to have a look 
and possibly get in the 
way! We pass another 
member's house and 
make enough engine 
noise to alert her to get 
out of bed, get dressed 
and help!

As we came round the 
bend and saw the fi re, in 
a quaint weatherboard 
cottage circa 1800, we 
knew it was too late to 
save the house, so the 
exposures it was.

Disembarking from 
the truck the three of 
us went about our business without a word spoken - our 
fortnightly training helps us know what to do while the offi cer 
in charge does his receo.

Rapidly I was pulling the hoses from the truck not knowing 
where my other two companions were but hoping like mad 
that there would be water available when I called for it. As for 
the water, of course it was there when I called!

Power lines directly above, house popping and banging 
and a car that was quickly becoming involved, one stands 

Nile Road fi re - Evandale
By Firefi ghter Evandale Brigade, Janne Crosswell

protected behind a fence and pours water onto the boundary 
fence and car. The pressure wasn't good so kept calling for 
more, it did arrive as the stand pipe was sunk and we took 
water from the mains.

We had been informed that there was no-one home but two 
dogs were missing. The dogs turned up later unharmed.

Meanwhile three more brigades arrived, Perth, Longford 
and Launceston, 
transporting another 
ten plus personnel. 
As these crews went 
about their business it 
was obvious that it is 
all about working as a 
team. It was impressive 
and comforting to see 
this. 

Back-up appliances and 
personnel are benefi cial 
to fi ght the fi re from 
different angles. Well 
done and thanks to all 
those who attended.

As the fi re died down, 
unfortunately taking both 
house and car we knew 
we were in for fi re watch. 
With this crew needing 
a rest it was time to ring 
the other members. 
Would you appreciate a 
phone call at 2 am with a 
bright and bubbly voice 
on the other end saying 
this is your friendly 
fi refi ghter can you come 
and do fi re watch? I've 
so far managed to avoid 
the ones I woke up! It 
is amazing what you 
get at 2 am, answering 
machines, phones 
ringing out messages 

saying out of range and some not so bright and bubbly voices. 
If we're wide awake - why aren't they?

As the night rolls on we do our fi re watch. What a glorious 
sight to see the day breaking and hear the birds singing their 
morning songs. Then you turn around to see the damage and 
devastation that had been caused so quickly the previous 
night.

You just don't expect to leave your home and it not to be 
there when you return.
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Well it was that time of the year again ... Competitions! 
Penguin Brigade hosted the North West Regional 
Competitions for the second year in a row due to their 
location in the centre of the North West. Therefore it was 
decided that on 7th October 2007 Brigades would meet at 
Penguin Sports Complex for a day of competitive honing of 
fi refi ghting skills in preparation for the coming fi re season.

For weeks the Competition Committee, consisting of Graeme 
Jones (President), Michelle Clarke (Secretary), Danial 
Johnson (Treasurer), Glen Stewart, Tony Perry, David Haigh, 
Robert Atkins, David Smith and Andrea Stott worked together 
to organise trophies, equipment, vehicles and competitors.

Meanwhile, Penguin Brigade is also working hard to 
organise catering - thanks Patch (aka Gordon Patchin) for 
the pancakes; portaloos - thanks Kenny (aka Gerry Clarke) 
for bartering for the best price; and tents, thanks to Chief 
Webster (aka Steve Webster) and Station Offi cer Fergie 
(Jamie Fergus).

After a stressful fi nal week 6 Senior and 8 Junior teams from 
the North and North West Regions met at the ground for a 
sunny start to the day. The program of the morning consisted 
of teams participating in Siamese Valve (Seniors and 
Juniors); Dutch Roll (Seniors); and a Sealed Event (Seniors 
and Juniors).

The lunch break saw the Under 10's compete with the Bucket 
Brigade and a rain downpour (at about the time the Mayor 
arrived for the offi cial opening). Once the sun came out again 
5 minutes later Mayor Mike Downie welcomed everyone 
and competition commenced for the afternoon heats of 
Firefi ghters' Football (Seniors and Juniors) and another 
Sealed Event for Seniors.

Presentation of trophies was made to the following victorious 
Brigades:

Aggregate Winners Seniors:  Port Sorell Brigade

Runners Up Seniors: Sassafras Brigade

Aggregate Winners Juniors: Meander Brigade

Runners Up Juniors: Port Sorell and Chudleigh 
Brigades

Most Penalty Points Seniors: Latrobe Brigade

Firefi ghters of the Future: Port Sorell Brigade

Everyone then enjoyed light refreshments and afternoon tea 
prepared by the Penguin Brigade (although I think the wives 
and parents should really be thanked for this one!).

On behalf of the Competition Committee I would like to thank 
Central Coast Council (for the use of their ground), Coates 
Hire (portaloos), SES (Communication Bus) and Penguin 
Brigade for catering for the event and St John Ambulance 
for their service. Thank you to all teams for their participation 
and good sportsmanship on the day, and to the committee 
members for all their hard work to make the competitions a 
success.

Also a huge thank you to Gunns Limited; Tasmanian 
Helicopters; Serve-Ag; Robert and Veronica Atkins; Graeme 
Jones; John Munro; Mayor Mike Downie; Latrobe Council; 
Burnie Brigade and TFS-NW Region.

If your brigade is interested in fi nding out more information 
regarding competing, hosting or organising competitions 
please call Robert Atkins on 0409 140 237.

North West Regional Competitions
By Clerical Support Offi cer North West, Michelle Clarke
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I can still remember the fi ne summer's day back in 1981, 
when our late Premier Mr Harry Holgate pressed the button 
starting an incendiary device which in turn started the 
huge fi re for the opening of the new Cambridge fi re house 
(unknown to him someone inside had to light a match as the 
incendiary device failed).

Then in front of the crowd fi rst year fi refi ghter Chris Brown 
(Branch Man) rushed into the complex and successfully 
extinguished the fi re. From that beginning until 2005 the 
house had seen thousands of people go through the doors 
and literally wore itself out. 

The house was used for everything from recruit fi refi ghter 
training, fi re investigation courses; both career and volunteer 
training as well as emergency response team training by 
TasFire Training. After the house was removed all fi re training 
was done in shipping containers joined together to form a 
house, but on 13th August 2007 the new Cambridge fi re 
house was offi cially opened by the Hon David 
Llewellyn MHA. Instead of the usual unveiling 
of the plaque, the Minister, using a drip torch, lit 
a paper curtain revealing the commemorative 
inscription.

Once again Chris Brown (Branch Man - now 
Station Offi cer) and crew rushed in to extinguish 
the opening fi re in the new Cambridge fi re house 
(no incendiary device required this time).

The new house is of tilt slab construction and 
can be set up to mimic 
a domestic house, offi ce 
complex or even a child care 
centre. The roof is designed 
for ladder work training with 
anchor points for fall arrest 
equipment, the surrounding 
area is set up just like a 
typical backyard complete 
with rotary clothes line and 
"L type" hydrants. The top 
section even includes a deck 
equipped with BBQ and fl ag 
pole.

I urge all fi re service 
personnel when next in the 
Cambridge area to come 
and pay a visit to the new fi re 
house, there is even a coffee 
maker in the kitchen and lawn 
mower in the carport, any 
help with the lawn mowing will 
certainly make Dave Pickrell 
happy.

Cambridge Fire House
By Instructor TasFire Training, Chris Brown

Instead of the usual unveiling of the plaque Hon David Llewellyn MHA using a drip torch, lit a 
paper curtain revealing the commemorative inscription.



Fireground Summer 200736

The media release is the tool most commonly used to 
generate media interest. You can use media releases to:

• Deliver incident information;

• Deliver fi re safety messages;

• Promote the positives, eg smoke alarm saves lives;

• Announce a media conference; or

• Promote an event - a brigade 50th anniversary, station 
open day, state or local competitions, recognise 
achievement or any other newsworthy event.

It is all about recognising what our brigades and our people 
are doing and keeping the community informed of activities 
and events our brigades or our people are involved in.

Note: Whilst you can provide information on any operational 
matter, information on any other matter must go through the 
Chief Offi cer via your District Offi cer.

Purpose

The purpose of a media release is to capture the attention 
of an editor or chief of staff, not to tell the whole story. The 
release should contain an attention grabbing headline and 
enough information to have the editor or chief of staff assign 
a reporter to follow it up, get all of the information from an 
interview and then tell the whole story. Media releases should 
be well written, informative, interesting and brief.

Who should write it?

Easy, the person who knows the most about the incident or 
event! For an operational incident the media release should 
come from the Incident Controller. It is quite acceptable to 
delegate the writing task to someone else, but the information 
must come from the Incident Controller. For a small incident 
this will be the fi rst arriving offi cer. For any other event it 
should be the event organiser or the brigade chief. Always 
have someone else proof read your release before you send 
it in to FireComm for forwarding on to the media.

Remember, you have not told the whole story, you have 
sparked their attention. In order to tell the whole story the 
journalist will need a name and contact phone number 
for further information. The name should be the Incident 
Controller, or event organiser, but to protect your privacy 
always give the contact number the media use for FireComm 
6230 8424. FireComm will then call you and transfer the calls 
to the phone number you have given them. It is important to 
be contactable on the given number.

This is your opportunity to promote the TFS, recognise 
achievement and deliver fi re safety messages. Make the 
most of it!

You may fi nd the following helpful in setting out and writing a 
media release.

The Headline

The headline should be carefully worded in such a way that it 
will capture the attention of an editor or chief of staff eg:

HOUSE FIRE

Is less interesting than:

$2 LIGHTER CAUSES $200,000 DAMAGE

Having captured their attention, the fi rst paragraph should 
contain information that will hold their attention eg:

Children playing with a cigarette lighter in the rear 
bedroom of a house started a fi re which caused damage 
estimated at over $200,000 and had two brigades 
battling to prevent it spreading to neighbouring houses.

This also leaves an opening for a fi re safety message to fi nish 
off the media release.

Another example:

HAZMAT INCIDENT

Is less interesting than:

TASMANIAN ICON SAVED FROM FIRE

A spill from a 200 litre drum of chemical was the cause 
of several small fi res which caused the Blundstone 
factory at Moonah to be evacuated earlier this evening.

Facts fi rst

If a deadline or space is an issue for the media, editors will 
look for news in the fi rst few lines of the release, so put the 
important facts fi rst.

No jargon

Use simple language, we want to communicate with the 
person in the street or the person whose home or property is 
being threatened. Use language they understand. A fi re truck 
is a fi re truck, an appliance is a toaster or refrigerator.

Short sentences 

Journalists will quickly scan a media release to assess its 
news-worthiness. Restrict paragraphs to one sentence and 
try to restrict the media release to one page.

Have your release double-spaced between paragraphs to 
allow journalists to add their own notes.

The Media Release - why is it important?
By Senior Station Offi cer State Operations, Danny Reid
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Be available

If you are the person the media are going to contact for 
further information be prepared for the calls, have your media 
release and any important information available.

Acknowledge any supporting brigades, other agencies or the 
efforts of others that contributed to the outcome. 

Prepare any key messages you want to get in the story and 
let them guide the interview. Answer the reporter's questions, 
but follow your agenda.

Most media people are wonderful human beings with a 
deep sense of honesty and fairness. They want to produce 
the best story they can from the information you give them. 
Sometimes, however, what you read in the newspaper may 
not be quite what you had in mind, for example:

"Hearing screams from the park across the road a man 
looked out his window to see a leopard which had escaped 
from a nearby circus menacing a small child. The man raced 
out, grabbed a length of pipe from the back of his ute and 
attacked the leopard, sustaining several deep scratches on 
his arms.

He killed the leopard, comforted the child and was about 
to return her to her home when he was confronted by a 
newspaper reporter who had witnessed the whole thing.

The reporter said "that was the bravest thing I have ever 
seen, I can picture tomorrow's headlines:

LOCAL HERO SAVES CHILD FROM 
RAGING BEAST"

The man said "that sounds great, but could you mention the 
fact that I am British." "Not a problem" said the reporter.

The next morning the man couldn't wait for his paper to 
be delivered so went to the nearby news stand to see the 
headlines displayed outside for all to see:

POMMY SWINE KILLS CHILDS PET

The point here is that if you want to get a particular message 
in the story make sure that you and the reporter are both on 
the same page and that your message is fully understood.

Think of the media as an ally, not an adversary. During times 
of crisis they can be likened to a fourth emergency service 
and we should continue to build a strong positive partnership 
with them.

Training in media management is available through your 
District Offi cer and feel free to contact me anytime if 
you would like some general advice, or have something 
interesting to pass on.

TFS and Tasmania Police working to save a house from a bushfi re. How do we tell the story? Right, in a media release!
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The TFS has been raising 
funds to assist Michele 
Wylie's rehabilitation. 
Michele is the wife of 
Claremont Brigade 
volunteer fi refi ghter, Barry 
Wylie. Michele became 
paralysed and blind due 
to a reaction to antibiotics 
prescribed for her in 
March 2005. This was 
later diagnosed as Steven 
Johnson Syndrome. 

I am happy to report that 
Michele has just returned 
from another medical 
check up in Singapore and 
Barry has advised that the 
medical gave her the "all 
clear and thumbs up". Barry 
has provided the following 
update:

TFS Charity Event 
- Michele Wylie fundraising

"Well how is Mickey? She is great and we have just returned from Singapore on 

AFL Grand Final weekend after another full day fl ying to get there and all night and 

half the day fl ying home. The professor and all her treating doctors gave her the 

"all clear and thumbs up" and her eye sight has improved again as she has now 

regained 85% sight to her reconstructed eye which, as you know, has been to the 

wars and back over the last twelve months. 

Would you believe that I've carried Michele 5 times on and off the plane in Singapore 

since this time last year when it all started. Her eye, graft and the pressure in her eye 

is that good now through my caring and looking after it that we are now not required 

to see anyone in Singapore for the next 7 months.

Mickey is enjoying the fl ying a little better now, in fact she wouldn't go to sleep on 

the plane as all she wanted to do is watch movies and check out what was going 

on around her (great to see her coming back to her self again).

We arrived in Singapore a day earlier than we normally do and boy was I sorry 

as my little chubby legs copped a beating as we went 11 hours looking through 

shops in one shopping centre in Singapore and all I got all day when she passed 

a shop window was "back up! back up lets look in here!"

We also went to the Singapore Zoo for a trip and if you could have seen the smile 

on her face as she hadn't seen anything like this for nearly the past three years. 

Half way round the zoo it started to thunder and look like rain and all Mickey 

wanted to do is wait for the rain and jump out of that chair and play in the water 

like a little kid - but it didn't happen.

The rehab with the Motormed is going well and she spends a lot of time on it which 

has been so great for her both in helping the regrowth of her muscles and nerves. 

It is also good for her mind, as she is not sitting in the wheelchair all day with 

nothing to do. The carers are keeping a tally book on her mileage and from the 4th 

of last month see has completed 365.6 km, which is so great. The movement in 

her little fi nger on her right hand is moving more now and as I'm writing this she is 

laughing at herself and is so proud as she sitting here watching the fi nger move. 

How can we ever thank you all?

Now the weather has improved the pool will get more use and get those legs 

going and try and rebuild some more strength in them as well as her back and 

other driving parts of her body.

If anyone out there knows someone that may be able to assist in the pool during 

the day that has had experience in this fi eld, it would be great as the best time to 

get in the pool is when I'm at work when the day temperature is warmer, and there 

is help at home with a carer to assist them.

Love as always and thanks so much

Barry and Mickey"

STOP PRESS - Barry has just 
advised that Michele is "walking in water" 
- she can move one leg in front of the other 
whilst in the pool. In addition she can now 
read a further two lines down the eye chart 
since her recent check-up visit in Singapore.
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Mathew Philpott and I conducted a "Drive under Operational 
Conditions Course" at Miena on Saturday 13th October 2007 
for the Arthurs, Brady's and Great Lakes Brigades.

I left early on Friday to conduct a course track assessment 
suitable for the off-road component of this course. Whilst 
assessing the condition of the track (Barren Tier Fire Tower 
Road) and locating the tower I encountered quite a blustery 
snow and hail storm whilst standing at the fi re tower look out 
site.

Leaving the area the hail became very 
heavy with hail settling on the ground 
and making visibility practically nil.

Once back at the locked gate, again 
snowing and raining, I left to undertake 
further track and water crossing 
assessments. Even though the lake 
country had some rain earlier in the 
month, this did not stop more rain this 
day. Water crossings were not too 
diffi cult to fi nd.

Arriving at the Great Lake Lodge for 
overnight accommodation, again I 
was met with hail and snow settling 
on the ground. Next morning after 
awaking early for the start of the 
course, I looked out the door of the 
accommodation to fi nd the New 
Norfolk 7.1 vehicle was covered with 
snow and ice, meaning that warm 
water would be required before I could 
unlock the doors (so much for central 
locking, when you cannot open the 
drivers door lock).

Mathew arrived minutes later and 
mentioned that when he left Brighton 
in his Subaru the outside temperature 
was 9° outside and checking the 
temperature along the way, he fi nally 
arrived at Miena with an outside 
temperature of 1°. Beanies, jackets 
and gloves were the necessary PPC 
for the day.

Even though the snow cleared during 
the theory part of the course, there 
was a bitterly cold wind blowing once 
we left the comfort of the Great Lake 
Brigade Station to undertake the 
practical part of the course.

Course attendees successfully drove 
the track up to the Barren Tier Tower 
and all participants had a scenic view 
from the lookout (even though a near 

gale force wind was blowing).

Upon completion of the course all participants headed for 
home and Mathew and myself headed for the comfort of the 
Great Lake Lodge fi replace and refreshment area.

Again VTI's completed another successful course under 
diffi cult and frustrating conditions on behalf of Training 
Division of TFS.

A day in the life of a VTI
By Volunteer Training Instructor, Colin Triffi tt

David O'Brien (Arthur's Lake), Nancy Lovell and Leigh Blackwell (Brady's Lake), Kelvin Reynolds 
(Great Lake), VTI Mathew Philpott, Jeffrey Garwood (Great Lake)
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On 10th October 1967 the residents of the Relbia community 
held a meeting with the intent of starting up a local fi re 
brigade. At that meeting a plan was devised to raise funds to 
buy / build a tanker trailer.

This plan worked and the result was a tanker trailer with truck 
wheels and a pump. The trailer was of solid construction and 
had to be towed behind a tractor.

From that meeting a brigade chief was voted in - Alan 
Gardner was the man for nearly 10 years when Edwin Chugg 

Not a bad effort!
By Field Offi cer South Esk, Rodney Springer

Edwin Chugg of Relbia Brigade is presented with TFS plaque and brigade "thank you" gift by Field Offi cer South Esk Rodney Springer, Greg Wise and John Gee (on left) and Jim Langdon (on right) also 
presented with medallions.

The President of the Tasmania Police Sports Federation, 
Inspector Craig Waterhouse with support from Tasmania 
Police and Events Tasmania, successfully lobbied the 
Australia and New Zealand Police Games Federation 
to host the 13th Australia and New Zealand Police and 
Emergency Service Games in Hobart. 

The Games, which are scheduled to be held between 
the 20 and 27 February 2010, provide members with 
an opportunity to participate in competitive sport at all 
levels over 7 days. Agencies eligible to complete in the 
Games include Australasian Police Services, Australasian 
Fire Services, Australasian Ambulance Services, 
Australasian Emergency Service personnel, Australian 
Customs, Australian Protective Services, Australian 
Crime Commission, Department of Defence personnel, 
Department of Corrective Services, Parks and Wildlife 
and the Sheriff's Offi ce. 

The 13th Games, which are expected to attract over 
1500 participants and visitors from all Australian States 

The Games are coming - Hobart 2010

and Territories, including New Zealand and the Pacifi c 
Islands, offer a wide range of sporting activities in which 
members can participate. It is anticipated that over 40 
different sporting disciplines will be on offer, including 
athletics, swimming, soccer, golf, triathlon, rugby and 
tennis to name just a few. 

As the 2010 Games draw nearer, regular updates will 
be provided to all members via a link to the Tasmania 
Police website at www.police.tas.gov.au/Games2010 . 
TFS personnel are encouraged to access this website. 

"There's nothing uniform ... about these Games!"

a local farmer took over the helm. Edwin stayed in this role 
until July this year until he stood down.

From that meeting in 1967 there are 5 members still active in 
the brigade, this is quite an achievement as in October this 
year they will have contributed 200 years to the fi re service. 
The fi ve members are: Greg Wise; James Langdon; John 
Gee; Edwin Chugg and Rodney Springer.
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Obituary
Michele Maddock
14 October 1947 - 23 August 2007

Obituary
Theo James Clarke
29 March 1939 - 2 September 2007

Michele joined Lauderdale Brigade on 6th June 
2001 as the minutes secretary after Lauderdale was 
threatened by bushfi res. It wasn't long before Michele 
couldn't keep her hands off the fi refi ghting gear, 
getting dirty and putting the wet stuff on the hot stuff, 
she became an active member on 6th October 2001.

Michele devoted her life to helping people, and this 
was evident at Lauderdale, with Michele turning out to 
help at fi re calls whenever she was around and she 
was always prepared to do whatever she was asked. 

Michele was not the best fi refi ghter by her own 
admission, but she always had a go at whatever she 
thought she could do, even turning out right up to the 
week before she passed away, although she could only 
help by closing the door after the truck had left, she still 
turned out when the call came.

Michele had a quiet love for the Lauderdale Brigade 
and its members where she felt that she really fi t in. 

Michele lost her long battle with cancer on 23 August 
2007 and was given a TFS funeral by the Lauderdale 
Brigade and the East Coast District Staff.

Michele will be missed around the station but never 
forgotten. 

Well done Michelle from all the fi ries at Lauderdale.

Theo joined the Latrobe Brigade in 1966 and after 8 
years became Second Offi cer, a position he held for 
25 years. 

During that time he was awarded the National Medal 
and clasp as well as the Volunteer medal. Theo was 
made Life member of the Latrobe Brigade in 1987.

During those years Theo was involved in the building 
of the new fi re station, as well as fi ghting some large 
fi res, some fatal, and the long remembered arson 
attacks in the area. He was well respected, a man 
who gave all and worked hard for his brigade and 
community. 

Theo's legacy lives on in his son Michael who is a 
member of the brigade. Theo will be remembered 
always.

Deepest sympathy to Theo's wife Lexie and his sons 
Michael and Darrel.
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Many of you are aware that my son Tim has had some serious 
and complex health issues since he was diagnosed with a 
rare brain tumor (Craniopharyngioma) in October 1998 when 
he was fi ve (Tim is now 14). Tim had surgery to remove the 
tumor at Calvary Hospital. 

Unfortunately with tumors like this, patients are often left 
with obesity problems and Tim began gaining weight, and 
although not fully understood by the medical profession, it 
appears that in cases like this the body begins producing 
extreme levels of insulin combined with a decrease in the 
metabolic rate with no medication to address this situation.

Tim has had to bravely face many hurdles and suffers a lot 
of pain, and due to the increasing weight he has developed 
circulation problems and abnormalities in the bone structure 
of his legs which needed to be corrected by surgery. Late 
in 2006, Tim had surgery to insert plates on the insides of 
both his knees in order to correct his bone alignment; this 
will correct itself as he continues to grow. Unfortunately 
Tim's wounds on both legs became infected and became 
so serious that Tim needed to stay in Intensive Care for 
approximately two weeks, with a further month in hospital.  

We were fortunate to have the help at this time of a GP who 
was oriented towards natural therapies. We were asked to try 
electro regenesis, which involved Tim receiving a constant 
ultra low current from a special device. 

Tim's initial treatment using electro regensis lasted 
approximately three weeks. In that time Tim's wounds went 
from being weeping and open to completely closed up and 
healed. The healing process was apparent from day one. 

Tim has since suffered a growth plate slip as well as a 
slipped epiphysis (hip), and has required further surgery to 
insert a screw to hold his hip bone and growth plate in place, 
in the hope this will fuse, however, due to Tim's medications 
this will be slow. 

It was prescribed that we should use intensive electro 
regenesis treatment in order to help heal Tim's hip and ease 
the pain Tim has been enduring. This would require long 
term intensive treatment and would also address circulation 
issues with Tim's lower legs; to do this properly we needed to 
purchase a device. 

Electro regenesis is a relatively new form of treatment and 
the devices are not cheap at $26,000. Mostly devices are 

Appeal for Tim Young
By Manager TasFire Training, Justin Young

used at medical clinics rather than in the home. I was then 
approached by a friend who is a teacher at Taroona High 
School who on hearing about our decision to purchase a 
device wanted to see what he could do to help. This then 
spread across a number of organisations including Variety 
Club, Lions and of course the TFS. 

Kate and I have been overwhelmed with the support and 
fi nd it humbling that so many people have been willing to do 
something to help us to help Tim. As parents our goal has 
always been to provide the best sort of life for Tim and to try 
and deal with the constant hurdles that face him on a daily 
basis. Recently we were advised that the target of $26,000 
has been reached (in fact the overall result will be closer 
to $29,000) and that will allow us to cover all costs for the 
device as well as cover some other medical costs. Kate and 
I are very grateful for the generosity of all those people who 
have helped us. It's also a comfort to Tim to know that so 
many people have been willing to contribute to his cause. 

Finally our family sincerely thanks all involved in organising 
the fundraising events and also to all the people who have 
contributed.

Justin and Katrina Young
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As reported recently in the Examiner 
Newspaper, if it wasn't for the working 
smoke alarm and the fast response of 
local fi refi ghters, Herrick's Paula Perry 
could quite possibly be homeless today.

Ms Perry woke in the early hours of 
Friday 27 July 2007 to fi nd her home 
ablaze. The sound of the smoke alarm 
woke her allowing her to escape the 
building.

Winnaleah Brigade Chief Arthur Taylor 
highlighted the importance of properly 
installed smoke alarms fi tted with a 
working battery.

Brigades from Winnaleah, Pioneer, 
Branxholm and Derby attended, and 
found smoke billowing from the house 
but were able to contain the blaze and 
extinguish it quickly. 

Brigade Chief Arthur Taylor advised that 
this was due to the quick thinking of Ms Perry who ensured 
she closed all doors behind her as she left the house, then 
checked all windows once outside. This meant the fi re was 
quickly starved of oxygen, making it easier to extinguish, 
therefore limiting the damage.

Congratulations to all brigades concerned for the excellent 
effort in restricting the fi re to the rear of the house and 

Four brigade response to Herrick
By Senior Station Offi cer Launceston, Steve Richardson

Paula Perry chats with Firefi ghter Jenny Murphy of Winnaleah Brigade.
Other fi refi ghters attending this incident were Lloyd Haywood of Branxholm Brigade, and Stacey Smith, 
Noel Barker, Arthur Taylor, Mike Cooke, Nathan Jurgens and Peter Strachan, all of Winnaleah Brigade.
Photo courtesy of the Examiner Newspaper

attending from all areas to the remote location of Herrick. 
It is also pleasing to see brigades recognised through the 
newspapers for their efforts.

The TVFBA have redeveloped their 
website www.tvfba.org.au 

Let us know if your brigade is doing 
something that you would like to 
share with the rest of the world, if 
there is a brigade event you would 
like to advertise or if your brigade 
has a website.

TVFBA merchandise is available 
through the site and if you would like 
to be included on the TVFBA mailing 
list complete the form.

TVFBA website
By Secretary TVFBA, Lyndy Smith
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Obituary
Irene Herbert
30 July 1935 - 4 September 2007

Obituary
Anthony Bartley 
(Chris) Headlam
6 December 1949 - 20 July 2007

Anthony Bartley (Chris) Headlam - affectionately know 
as"Garra", joined the Hobart Fire Brigade in May 1975 
and transferred to the Hobart Control Room on 1st July 
1991. He resigned due to ill health on 18th March 1994.

Prior to Chris joining the Hobart Fire Brigade he was 
employed as a Quality Control Offi cer at Henry Jones 
& Co, having previously worked on his father's farm. 
The interviewing offi cer, Station Offi cer Allan Hinds 
stated that he "seems of very good character".

He was promoted to third class fi refi ghter fi ve months 
later with the comments from Superintendent Hanacek 
being "I have found him keen to learn, he is neat in 
appearance, punctual for duty, examination results 
very good, absence from work is nil - I would like to 
recommend him for appointment to permanent staff".

Chris spent a good deal of his time on the eastern 
shore at Clarence and Rokeby stations. He was a 
well liked and respected member of "D" shift, he was 
always involved in the social side of fi re brigade life and 
especially enjoyed playing cards. He was a very shrewd 
player and seldom went home with less in his fob pocket 
than when he started. He was also an avid baddington 
player and despite his less than athletic build was very 
competitive and played every point to win.

For most of us Chris was a "no nonsense type" of guy 
and was a very capable and confi dent fi refi ghter who 
chose not to pursue offi cership, but everything he did, 
he did extremely well. His illness eventually resulted 
in him being unable to carry out the physical nature of 
fi refi ghting, but with a bit of gentle persuasion we got 
him into the control room where he worked for almost 
three years before his illness Chris forced him to retire 
on 18th March 1994. 

Chris will be sadly missed by his mates at the Hobart 
Fire Brigade - farewell "Garra".

Irene was born and raised in Glasgow, Scotland. 
She came out to Australia on a working holiday which 
became a permanent move. Not long after arriving 
in Tasmania she began what became an almost life 
long career with the Fire Service. 

Irene commenced work with the Rural Fires Board in 
March 1970 as a secretary working for the State Fire 
Control Offi cer Phil Gabel. Irene remained in a similar 
role when in 1979, RFB transitioned into TFS. She 
worked in the Country Directorate and eventually for 
the Deputy Chief Offi cer (John Gledhill) until retiring 
in October 1995.

Irene was a well known character in Headquarters 
who was usually very forthright with her opinions 
and her advice, particularly for her boss. Despite her 
offi ce profi le Irene was a very private person who 
loved reading, classical music and going to concerts. 

Following her retirement Irene kept in contact with 
many of the women she had worked with and met 
them monthly for lunch. Unfortunately she spent 
the last years of her life living in care with chronic 
dementia until her passing in September 2007.
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Library News

AWARD
Rebecca Evans is this year's winner of the prestigious Dunn 
& Wilson Scholarship for library technicians. The biennial 
award of $5,000 provides the recipient with an opportunity 
to investigate and research a particular project relating to 
the practice of library technicians. Rebecca's project will 
involve collating and cataloguing photographs, documents 
and information relating to the historical development of 
paraprofessional library practice in Australia into a digital 
database housed on the Australian Library and Information 
Association's website. Congratulations Rebecca!

Giving feedback: expert solutions to everyday challenges
/ Harvard Business School Publishing. Boston, Mass.: HBSP, 
2006.

Implications for community health from exposure to 
bushfi re air toxics / Fabienne Reisen. 2006.

In case of emergency: how Australia deals with disasters 
and the people who confront the unexpected / Katrina 
Lobley. Artarmon, N.S.W.: Design Masters Press, 2007.

Mentoring in action: a practical guide / David Megginson. 
London: Kogan Page, 2006.

The strategy of fi refi ghting / Vincent Dunn. Tulsa, Okla.: 
PenWell, c2007.

Training the active training way: 8 strategies to spark 
learning and change / Melvin L. Silberman. San Francisco, 
Calif.: Pfeiffer; Chichester: John Wiley, 2006.

VIDEOS/DVDs

Fighting car fi res / Bill Gustin. Tulsa, OK: Fire Engineering, 
2006. 1 DVD (NTSC format) (17 min.).
Teaches safe and effective techniques for fi ghting car fi res. 
Discusses the main features and components of newer cars 
and how they affect fi refi ghting efforts, as well as what to 
expect with fi res in older makes and models. Shows actual 
car fi res.

Fire season 2006-2007: raw fi re footage ex WIN TV. 
Tasmania: WIN TV, 2007. 1 DVD (65 min.).
Footage is of Kellevie and Scamander fi res.

GPS & land navigation. Mesa, AZ: Golden Thread Media, 
c2005. 1 DVD (45 min).
Contents: GPS technology - GPS navigation - Using a 
compass - Coordinate systems - Topographic maps - When a 
GPS fails - Selecting a GPS.

Myer fi re: 22 September 2007 / Greg Thirgood. Hobart, Tas.: 
SonyCentral, 2007. 1 DVD (32 min.).
Footage taken by Greg Thirgood, Manager of SonyCentral 
Hobart of the Hobart Myer building fi re.

Revelation. Episode 1: The Gap wildfi re 2005 / Queensland 
Fire and Rescue Service.
Brisbane, Qld.: Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, [2005]. 
1 DVD (35 min.).
Revelation is a series of operational case studies produced 
to communicate the key learnings from selected incidents 
responded to by QFRS. In this fi rst episode the key lessons 
of an iZone wildfi re incident that occurred in October 2005 
are reviewed and communicated by operational personnel 
involved in the incident.

Revelation. Episode 2: M.V. Java Sea 2005 / Queensland 
Fire and Rescue Service.
Brisbane, Qld.: Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, [2005]. 
1 DVD (40 min.).

Rebecca receiving the award from John Westwood of Apollo-Moon Bookbinders and Sue Hutley, 
Australian Library and Information Association.

PHOTOS
A big thank you to everyone who provided details and 
information on the two photos Terry Gill required identifying. 
The feedback is that the post-bushfi re is of the Ash 
Wednesday fi res in Victoria. The structure fi re was at the old 
Mines Department building on the corner of Davey Street and 
Salamanca Place, 21 May 1985. HFB fi refi ghters identifi ed 
in the photo are: Station Offi cer Tony Davidson, Assistant 
Deputy Chief Offi cer Tom Klug and Acting Superintendent 
Stephen McSherry.

NEW RESOURCES

BOOKS
Fire and rescue service manual. Volume 2, fi re service 
operations. Incidents involving rescue from road vehicles
/ Great Britain. Fire Service Inspectorate. London: TSO, 2007.

Fire and rescue service manual. Volume 2, fi re service 
operations. Safe work at height / Great Britain. Fire Service 
Inspectorate. London: TSO, 2006.

Forty fi ve fl aming years: a refl ection on my involvement 
as a volunteer with the SA Volunteer Fire Service 
throughout the past 46 years, 1960-2006 / Rex John Hall. 
Naracoorte, S.A.: Rex Hall, 2007.
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In this second episode the key lessons of a maritime fi re 
incident that occurred in Cairns during May 2005 are 
discussed and communicated by operational personnel 
involved in the incident, and other specialists within 
QFRS.

Revelation. Episode 3: PR Floors fi re 2006 / 
Queensland Fire and Rescue Service.
Brisbane, Qld.: Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, 
[2006]. 1 DVD (40 min.).
In this third episode the key lessons of a warehouse fi re 
incident that occurred in Yatala, South Eastern Region 
during January 2006 are discussed and communicated 
by operational personnel involved in the incident, and 
other specialists within QFRS.

Stories from the great divide December 2006 - 
February 2007 / Victoria. Dept. of Sustainability and 
Environment. Melbourne, Vic.: DSE, 2007. 1 DVD (23 
min.).
This fi lm pays tribute to Government staff who, with CFA, 
fought the severe fi res that burnt a total of 1,193,080 
hectares across Victoria in 2006/2007.

WEBLINKS
Bushfi re weather in South East Australia - briefi ng and 
full report
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/index.php?option=com_
content&task=view&id=85&Itemid=39

Key issues identifi ed from operational reviews of 
major fi res in Victoria 2006/07
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/documents/major_fi re_review_
06_07.pdf

Contact Enola or Rebecca in the Library during business 
hours for more information or to borrow these items.  

Ph: 6230 8679 or 6230 8681
Email: library@fi re.tas.gov.au
or drop into the State Headquarters building, 
Corner Argyle and Melville Streets, Hobart

Photo 
Competition 
Winner

1
st

 p
la

c
e

How to enter:

Simply send your photo with details of the incident and name 
of photographer

Please ensure digital photos are of 3 mega pixels and 
above, also ensure date stamp is off 

If emailing photos, please don't reduce the size when 
Outlook asks you if you want to keep original size or send 
smaller, this affects the quality and therefore the size of the 
photo we can print

Photos may be of any TFS event or incident

May include TFS personnel in turnout gear or uniform

Any photo submitted to Fireground automatically becomes 
an entry to the competition

All photos become the property of the TFS and may be used 
in any publication or displays with acknowledgment made of 
the photographer

Post them in to:
Linda Lacy, Editor - Fireground
GPO Box 1526
HOBART  TAS  7001
or email them to: fi reground@fi re.tas.gov.au

When photos are received for Fireground, they are not 
necessarily submitted by the photographer. In these instances 
the names we have received will be published and the prize 
money will be split between the person submitting the photo 
and the actual photographer. Remember; please advise the 
name of the photographer for each photo submitted.   

The winning photo from this edition is:

Photographer 
Ian Stewart 
($100)
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The following Career personnel changes have occurred

On The Move
A list of recent personnel changes within the TFS

BRIGADE OFFICER APPOINTMENT

Claremont Russell Armstrong  First Offi cer

 Aaron Williams  Second Offi cer

 Andrew Alexander  Third Offi cer

 Gregory Barrett  Fourth Offi cer

Gravelly Beach Teena Knott Fourth Offi cer

Karoola Leon King Brigade Chief

 Jeffrey Tonkes  Second Offi cer

 Allison King Third Offi cer

 Robert Smith Fourth Offi cer

Lachlan Victor Kaiser Fourth Offi cer

Lackrana John Cooper  Brigade Chief

 Darren Grace  Second Offi cer

 Malcolm Blyth  Third Offi cer

 Stephen Crawford  Fourth Offi cer

Lilydale Gavin Storay Brigade Chief

 Dave Cleaver Second Offi cer

 David Dornauf Third Offi cer

 Kerry Brown Fourth Offi cer

Lorinna Billie-Jean Bakes Brigade Chief

 Howard Mulvey Second Offi cer

 Roland Gusek Third Offi cer

 Rachel Gadd Fourth Offi cer

Margate Craig Woolford Second Offi cer

 Derek Verdouw Third Offi cer

 Jim Mulder Fourth Offi cer

BRIGADE OFFICER APPOINTMENT

Memana David Conn  Brigade Chief

 John Butler  Second Offi cer

 Glenn Goessing  Third Offi cer

 Peter Sherriff  Fourth Offi cer

Ross William Bennett  Brigade Chief

 Phillip Short  Second Offi cer

 Ray Goss  Third Offi cer

 Joshua Poole  Fourth Offi cer

Sandfl y Scott Fairbrother Brigade Chief

 David Chopping Second Offi cer

 Ron Moss Third Offi cer

 Georgina Laing Fourth Offi cer

Sandford David Williams Brigade Chief

 Benjamin Cox Second Offi cer

 Daniel Hunter Third Offi cer

Scamander Jason Johnson  Brigade Chief

  Brian Forsyth  Second Offi cer

  Graham Myer  Third Offi cer

  Scott Costin  Fourth Offi cer

Southport Andrew Skinner  Second Offi cer

 Barrie Oakley  Third Offi cer

 Benjamin Tolhurst  Fourth Offi cer

Tomahawk Terry Binns Brigade Chief

 Thomas Purcell Second Offi cer

 Timothy Binns Third Offi cer

 Max McMahon Fourth Offi cer

The following Volunteer Brigade Offi cers have been elected by their Brigades

Arrivals
North West Region Bradley Gregg Maintenance Supervisor 13 August 2007

Burnie Carl Barnett Fire Equipment Offi cer 27 August 2007

Southern Region Georgia Mackey Offi ce Supervisor 1 October 2007

Departures
Hobart Brigade Kate Murphy Senior Firefi ghter 30 August 2007
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Bagdad Thomas Adams National Medal (25 years)

 Stephen Forster National Medal (25 years)

 Anthony Kenner National Medal (25 years)

 Brendon Parker National Medal (15 years)

Bothwell Duncan Campbell National Medal (15 years)

 Paul Ellis National Medal (15 years)

Brighton John Zielinski National Medal (25 years)

 James Walker Long Service (25 years)

Broadmarsh Keith Barham National Medal (35 years)

 Robert McKenzie National Medal (35 years)

 Damien Jones National Medal (15 years)

Claremont Michael Windridge Long Service (25 years)

 Russell Armstrong Long Service (20 years)

 Barry Wylie Long Service (10 years)

FireComm Geoff Ryan Long Service (20 years)

Gretna Ross Johnstone National Medal (15 years)

Jericho James Agnew (posthumous) National Medal (35 years)

 Charles Burbury National Medal (25 years)

 John Weeding National Medal (25 years)

 Andrew Fisher National Medal (15 years)

Kempton Dale Foster National Medal (25 years)

Lauderdale David Cornish Long Service (15 years)

Magra Andrew Pegg National Medal (25 years)

 Keith Russell National Medal (15 years)

Margate Craig Woolford Long Service (15 years)

Maydena Russell Lowery National Medal (25 years)

Middleton Allan Behrens Long Service (15 years)

New Norfolk Graham Molan National Medal (15 years)

 Neville Rushworth National Medal (15 years)

Ouse Craig Farrow National Medal (15 years)

 Andrew Hall National Medal (15 years)

Pawtella Raymond Headlam National Medal (35 years)

 Stephen Geard National Medal (25 years)

Tunbridge William Webster National Medal (15 years)

Ulverstone Robert Cunningham Long Service (20 years)

Westerway Alan Triffi tt National Medal (15 years)

 Bernard McConnon National Medal (15 years)

 Anthony Williams National Medal (15 years)

Awards
A list of recent awards presented within the TFS

LOCATION/ 
BRIGADE NAME AWARD

David Cornish of Lauderdale receiving his 15 year service badge and life membership 
from District Offi cer Gerald Crawford

Andrew Calvert of Lauderdale receiving his life membership certifi cate from District Offi cer 
Gerald Crawford
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There have been several instances of TFS personnel 
ringing FireComm to request assistance from Tasmanian 
Ambulance Service (TAS) and to a lesser degree Tasmania 
Police for non TFS incident related events.

It appears that staff are calling FireComm in the mistaken 
belief that they will receive a more rapid response than if 
they called "000" themselves, this is incorrect, it actually 
delays the response!

There are two main reasons this occurs:

1. When ringing the 6230 8420 number or other general 
lines the phone calls are "queued" and there can be 

Emergency Calls for Ambulance or Police
By Deputy Chief Offi cer, Mike Brown

When I was asked if I'd like to attend 
a WASP Course I thought "What ... 
Wasps?" I had been on various IMT's 
where I had encountered mosquitos 
and fl ies, but never wasps! More 
research required! I discovered that 
WASP was actually an acronym for 
Work Advance Supervisor Program - a 
course conducted by Tasmania Police 
at the Rokeby Academy. TFS, SES 
and Police personnel were invited to 
participate. 

The course facilitators were Katrina 
Gonda and Cheryl Ryan and covered 
subjects including performance 
management and feedback; 
workplace communication; confl ict 
resolution; and change management.

Seven TFS personnel were given the 
opportunity to participate - Karl Shea; 
Frank Howe; Elisa Lang; Kelly Taylor; 
Enola Johnson; Jodie van Tienen and 
myself.

The program was conducted over two 
sessions, four days of participation at the Academy, three 
months to complete all module and syndicate work, then 
two days to present our work to senior management of 
Tasmania Police. 

WASP
By Editor Fireground, Linda Lacy

I would highly recommend this program to anyone who 
is given the opportunity to participate. Thanks to Katrina 
Gonda and Cheryl Ryan for their hard work, enthusiasm 
and "entertainment"!

Back - Katrina Gonda, Jo Brodie, Janet van Dongen, Libby Holley (all DPEM), Kelly Taylor, Elisa Lang, Frank Howe, Jodie van 
Tienen - obscured (all TFS), Cheryl Ryan and Michelle White (both DPEM)
Front - Linda Lacy (TFS), Erin Fyle (SES), Pam Scott (FSST), Karl Shea (TFS), Kathy Castle (SES) and Andrew Burge (DPEM)

long delays for the phones to be answered as they are 
prioritised behind emergency calls and incident related 
radio traffi c.

2. By ringing FireComm, important information required by 
TAS can be missed or not passed on, which could be 
critical to patient welfare. FireComm staff are not trained 
as medical call takers and dispatchers and would not be 
aware of the critical information required by TAS.

It is important that TFS personnel ring "000" when wanting 
assistance from Ambulance or the Police at incidents not 
related to TFS operations.



Manager Engineering Services, Leon Smith, gets down to business while delivering some driver training
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Safety Week

During October, the TFS held its second Safety Week. This 
year it was run in conjunction with the national "Safe Work 
Australia Week".

Once again, TFS members showed their strong commitment 
to health and safety, with over 300 members attending 28 
different sessions conducted across the State. From the 
initial feedback it certainly seems like the presentations and 
activities attended were very well received.

• From beyondblue we learnt about depression and what 
can be done in the workplace to support workmates who 
might be suffering from this condition;

• Amanda Coombe, from Personal Best Fitness, informed us 
about foods that will boost our immune system and brain 
function, demonstrated a few handy stretching exercises, 
plus showed us what to look out for in nutrition labels;

• A handful of our Volunteer Training Instructors went out into 
the Districts and conducted presentations that covered 
topical issues such as traffi c management and fatigue;

• The Manager of Engineering Services, Leon Smith, 
provided a great practical lesson on safe driving for our non 
operational members who spend time out on the road; and,

• The OHS unit held sessions to further develop our 
Employee Safety Representatives, plus information 
sessions for members covering key issues such as workers 
compensation and what is an Accountable Person?

Hosting Safety Week involved the support, assistance and 
cooperation of many people across the TFS and we thank 
them for their contribution.

Safety Week was intended to help strengthen our members 
understanding of, and commitment to, working safely on 
a day to day basis. So from the very positive response 
provided, it looks like Safety Week is defi nitely a step in the 
right direction.

Amanda Amanda 
Coombe helps Coombe helps 
explain how explain how 
to read the to read the 
nutritional nutritional 
"fi ne print" on "fi ne print" on 
labels

Employees at 3 Mile Line listen in to a general OHS presentation 
delivered by John Green and Gerald Kutzner

Members at State Headquarters learn about health and nutrition from
 Amanda Coombe from Personal Best Fitness

Beyondblue providing some very useful guidance about dealing with depression in the workplace
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Photo Gallery

Recent burn off at 
Douglas Apsley National 
Park - view from Cornwall

Photographer Ann-Maree Thomas

Photographer Second Offi cer Magra Brigade, Randal Garwood

Photographer Andrew McMaster, submitted by Firefi ghter Cambridge Brigade, Matt Fenton

Cambridge and Midway Point Brigades conducted a 
joint training exercise at Acton Park using a derelict 
cottage scheduled for demolition. Firefi ghter Matt Fenton 
photographed whilst he was taking photos of the exercise.

Mt Lloyd fi re on the 16th March 2007, picturing John 
Broadhead of Magra Brigade.

Artist Jo Treloar of Sheffi eld donated this painting of the October 
2006 Eastern Shore fi res to the Seven Mile Beach Brigade.

East Coast Field Offi cer Stacey Peters came a cross a car fi re 
on the main T Tree Road. He advised that 1 extinguisher and 24 
bottles of Mount Franklin they couldn't hold it back any longer

Photographer Field Offi cer East Coast, Stacey Peters
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Ex Firefi ghter exchange Rob Yeats sent these photos of 
operations in Canada. Barn fi re was at -35C and the other 
is at a 3 alarm apartment complex, started by smoking 
materials in a peat moss fi lled planter.

Submitted by Rob Yeats of Canada

Fires at St Patrick's Head

Photographer Ann-Maree Thomas

Submitted by Brigade Chief Lachlan, David Gleeson



Fireground Summer 200754

Over recent years participation in fi re competitions has at 
best changed and arguably, diminished somewhat.

Senior member participation in both the VFBCA (once known 
as the country competitions) and TFBCA (once known as 
the urban competitions) has declined, although there is 
encouraging growth in the involvement and entry of junior 
teams.

In addition there has been concern in respect to the safety 
aspects of some events, particularly in regard to the TFBCA 
competitions that were subject to a risk assessment late in 
the last season.

In August both competition executives met to discuss these 
issues and to plan for a new way forward that will aim to 
blend and amalgamate the TFBCA and VFBCA style of 
events into one competition with an 
emphasis on junior participation, 
safety, and the use of current 

Fire Competitions - the future?
By Deputy Chief Offi cer, Mike Brown

equipment and procedures.

For this competition season both styles of competitions 
will proceed (with the TFBCA events incorporating several 
changes to address safety concerns). The competitions 
associations will elect a new executive to oversee the 
implementation of a new style of competitions and canvass 
for ideas on preferred events, time of year, incorporating 
events or elements of the 'National Fire Competitions'.

It's intended to have new events developed and to run a 
combined competitions day (or weekend) possibly late in 
2008. Another element seen at the National Competitions 
in Victoria, Queensland and New South Wales has been for 
the Service to showcase its other major areas of operations 
including such areas as Community Fire Safety, Engineering 
Services, CBRN, USAR, Aircraft Operations, and RAR for 
example.

A new Summer Fire Safety banner has been added to the Summer Fire Safety banner has been added to the Summer Fire Safety
home page of the TFS web site, http://www.fi re.tas.gov.au/http://www.fi re.tas.gov.au/
mysite/Show?pageId=colHomemysite/Show?pageId=colHome

Features include:

• One click access to Current Bushfi re info;Current Bushfi re info;Current Bushfi re

• One click access to Fire Permit Areas;

• One click access to Prepare to Survive DVD (download Prepare to Survive DVD (download Prepare to Survive DVD
and/or request a copy);

• One click access to Bushfi re Safety Advice.

Changes have also been made to the Using Fire Outdoors, 
http://www.fi re.tas.gov.au/mysite/Show?pageId=colFireOhttp://www.fi re.tas.gov.au/mysite/Show?pageId=colFireO

Changes to the TFS website
By Consultant Community Education, Chris Tomes

utdoor web information based on feedback received from 
the public, TFS staff and the TFS website useability study 
conducted last year. 

They include:

• Simplifi cation of the Fire Use Checklist;

• Further clarifi cation on the use of BBQs during days of total 
fi re ban;

• Greater use of the national Total Fire Ban symbol. 

For further information or hard copies of fi re safety booklets 
please call Community Education on 6230 8485 or visit www.
fi re.tas.gov.aufi re.tas.gov.au
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Some said it would never 
happen! After years (literally) 
of development, trial and 
evaluation, the Workplace 
Feedback System is ready to 
be rolled out. Thanks to all of 
the staff and workgroups (over 
100 of you!) who have been 
involved in this long and crucial 
process. 

The system will be introduced 
to all career fi refi ghters and 
support divisions. We plan to 
have all workgroups using it by 
the end of the year.

To help you, we have set up a 
group of Feedback Trainers who 
attended a four day workshop in 
October. Their role is to:

• Train your work group;

• Coach supervisors and 
managers though their fi rst 
meetings;

• Provide ongoing support and advice;

• Liaise with Human Services.

Training (one day) for all staff will start in November. Each 
work group use the system (with support from the trainers / 
coaches) within a month of their training.

A training DVD has been produced using mainland and 

Feedback System is ready to roll!
By Coordinator Human Services, Steve Willing

Feedback system trainers and coaches - Back (L-R): Danny Guy, David Castellar, David Collins, Maree Gifford, Karina Lowe, Jaron Oosterloo, John 
Holloway, Scott Vinen, Jason Luck, Paul Symington and Phil Douglas
Front: Chris Tomes, Danny Richardson, Steve Willing, Bill Perry and Training Consultant Simon Theissen
Absent from photo: Jodi Armstrong and Darryl Hancock

local actors to show what the day to day feedback and the 
summary meetings will look like.

Other resources will include a manual for each staff member 
and a resource kit for each workplace.

As Mike Brown says on the DVD, "I've used the system and I 
know I've benefi ted from it myself. It's really now up to you to 
go out there and talk to each other."
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District Offi cer Gavin Freeman became the fi rst TFS member 
to achieve a Graduate Diploma though completion of the 
AFAC Executive Leadership Program. The program is 
a gruelling academic challenge with an initial two week 
"pressure cooker" residential followed by up to 2 years of 
distance learning and writing of academic papers and a 
strategic major policy review.

Planning is underway for the implementation of Gavin's 
recommendations from his review on the Interoperability 
between Emergency Services in Tasmania, a topic where 
there was previously scant information available. 

Gavin said a common theme throughout the program was 
that organisations achieve goals through looking after, 
supporting and developing their people as an asset. His main 
personal "takeaway" from the program was the realisation 
that in his relationships in the workplace, that "to be a person, 
as opposed to a position is allowed" and to take a risk by 
relating on an emotional level to others at work.

Congratulations Gavin!

AIPM Graduate Diploma 
in Executive Leadership 

Gavin Freeman being presented with his residential certifi cate by David Murray

Matthew Mann gained the 
Microsoft Certifi ed Systems 
Engineer 2003 (MCSE 2003) 
certifi cation in August. It is a 
highly regarded worldwide 
certifi cation that certifi es 
Matthew as an expert in 
Microsoft server operating 
systems, applications 
and networking. To obtain 
certifi cation he had to become 
an expert in several subject 
areas through study and 
practical experience, and pass 
a total of 7 exams covering the 
topics of Windows Server 2003, 
Exchange Server 2003 and 
Network Infrastructure.

Matthew completed his 
Bachelor of Computing with 
Honours in 1999 and worked as 
a consultant before joining the TFS Information Systems 
Branch in 2003 where he manages the Windows servers, 

MCSE 2003 certifi cation

PC fl eet, network infrastructure, IT security, and Service 
Desk staff. 

Congratulations Matthew!
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District Offi cers Jeremy Smith, Stephen 
Lowe, Danny Richardson and Acting District 
Offi cer Stuart Males were recently awarded 
graduate certifi cates from Macquarie 
University and the Royal Melbourne Institute 
of Technology through completion of the 
Public Sector Management Program. The 
program, which involves both workshops 
and distance learning, is an integral part 
of our leadership development strategy. 
A key component is the completion of a 
work based project. Regional Chiefs have 
a central role in mentoring and supporting 
participants in assisting them to identify 
and implement projects which fi t in with TFS 
planning and organisational direction. In 
this program, these projects were:

Stuart Males: Enhancement of safety 
through the design of infrastructure and 
training for threatening fl ashover and 
backdraught conditions during structural 
fi refi ghting. 

Jeremy Smith: Development of a workplace operational 
plan.

Stephen Lowe: Identifi cation of a skills acquisition and 
training needs identifi cation recording process for volunteer 
brigade members.

Public Sector Management Graduates 
complete signifi cant projects

Acting District Offi cer Stuart Males, District Offi cer Steve Lowe, Deputy Regional Chief Chris Arnol, District Offi cer Jeremy Smith, 
Regional Chief Andrew Comer, Chief Offi cer John Gledhill, and District Offi cer Danny Richardson with their families.

Danny Richardson: Development of a model for 
partnerships with environmental regulators, for the purpose of 
improving environmental objectives of fi re service agencies.

For further information about these projects please contact 
your Regional Chief Offi cer. For fi nd out more about the PSM 
program go to http://www.psmprogram.tas.gov.au/

Juvenile Firelighter 
Intervention Program - JFLIP
By Consultant Community Education, Chris Tomes

Juvenile Fire Lighter Intervention Program
TASMANIA FIRE SERVICE
Community Education

Cnr Argyle & Melville Sts,
Hobart 7000

Freecall: 1800 000 699

Helping families solve the problem of child fi re lighting

Free statewide service and strictly confi dential

Available to children aged 4 - 14

What can you do if you come across a child fi re lighter?

Speak to the parent or guardian. Explain the TFS JFLIP 
program to them or hand them a JFLIP brochure (available in 
the brochure pack on most TFS fi re trucks);

Encourage the parent or guardian to free call 1800 000 699 
to enquire about registering their child in the program.

For further information about JFLIP contact Community 
Education on 6230 8485
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Lauderdale Brigade held an open day on Saturday 22nd 
September 2007 to celebrate its 50th anniversary. To 
commemorate the occasion the Governor His Excellency 
Sir William Cox unveiled a plaque at the offi cial ceremony, 
recognising the efforts of Lauderdale volunteers over the 
last 50 years. Minister Paula Wriedt who was representing 
Premier Paul Lennon also attended. Minister Wriedt 
presented each active member and current life members of 
Lauderdale Brigade with a commemorative medallion to mark 
the occasion. 

Other guests included Chief Offi cer John Gledhill; Regional 
Chief Tony Davidson; East Coast District Offi cer Gavin 
Freeman; Acting Field Offi cer Jason Vinen; Lara Giddings, 
Will Hodgman, Nick McKim, Harry Quick, and the Mayor of 
Clarence Jock Campbell.

We were blessed with fi ne weather on the day and everything 
ran according to plan. The day was also used to unveil our 
1929 Chev which has been restored by Frank Howe and the 
boys at the Fire Museum over the past three years. Many 
thanks to everyone who volunteered their time on the Chev to 
bring it back to pristine condition.

Other emergency services and organisations that attended 
the open day or donated resources were Tasmania Police; 
Sandford Brigade; Tasmanian Ambulance Service, Frederick 
Henry Bay Apex Club and the Clarence City Council.

Minister Paula Wreidt's highlight of the day was taking a ride 
in the TFS Snorkel operated by Mark O'Donnell - the term 
"white knuckle fever" could apply to the minister's hand grip 
on the rail. Thanks to Station Offi cer Andrew McGuinness for 
providing the snorkel for the day.

Lauderdale Brigade's 
50th anniversary open day
By Brigade Chief Lauderdale Brigade, Paul Baker

Anniversary Anniversary 
medallionmedallion

His Excellency Sir William Cox being introduced to brigade members

Andrew McGuinness making fi nal adjustments to Paula Wreidt's harness, Regional Chief Tony 
Davidson supervising proceedings

Lauderdale 1929 chev

On behalf of Lauderdale Brigade I would like to thank 
everybody who provided the time, resources and effort to 
make it a successful day for the brigade. Special thanks to 
Steve Hickie for co-ordinating the event from start to fi nish.
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LETTERS

To: Information & Records Section

Subject: Congratulations

I would like to congratulate and thank all those 
fi re offi cers and associated personnel who 
played any part in fi ghting the Myer fi re in 
Hobart last weekend.

I am totally amazed and grateful that you were 
able to contain the fi re to virtually one site.  
What wonderful people you are and I sincerely 
hope you are never tested in such a manner 
again. 

Sincerely,

Julie Moore

Dear Tasmanian Fire Service,

I was one of the passengers involved in 
the light air-plane crash at Kennedy Drive 
yesterday. I am writing as I would like to thank 
all the fi re-fi ghters that attended the crash 
scene. I was extremely impressed at the very 
short time that it took for the fi re-trucks to arrive 
to the scene, and found all the fi re-fi ghters 
that we talked with and observed to be very 
professional, courteous and helpful.  
I would like to congratulate your organisation 
for outstanding service to the Tasmanian 
community. Thank you very much for your 
assistance!

Kind Regards

Isabel
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Nadeen Burge of DPIW, Regional Chief Tony Davidson and Bonorong Wildlife Park keepers Greg 
Irons, Kelsey Smith, Shaun Norris and Bianca Casimaty
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